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WEDNESDAY— May  15. 

MESSAGE  was  brought  from  the  Lords  by  two 
Matters  in  Chancery,  returning  fix  bills  fent  up  by  this 
Houfe,  agreed  to  by  their  Lordfhips  without  any  amende 
ment. — Ordered  to  the  Lord  Lieutenant  to  be  certified 
into  Great  Britain. 

Lord  CASTLEREAGH  move&  "  That  the  Houfe 
do  at  its  rifing  adjourn  to  the  id  of  June." — Ordered  ac- 
cordingly. 

Lord  CASTLEREAGH  prefented  to  the  Houfe  a 
Meffage  from  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Lieutenant", 
bating  to  the  Houfe,  "■  That  his  Excellency  having 
taken  into  confideration  the  extraordinary  high  price  of 
corn  in  this  kingdom  for  fome  time  paft,  confiderably 
above  that  ftandard  which  the  wifdom  of  Parliament 
had  eftablimed  as  the  criterion  for  opening  the  ports  of 
the  country  for  the  admiiTion  of  foreign  corn,  and  feeing 
the  apparent  probability  that  the  price  of  grain  would 
rife  considerably  higher  if  meafures  were  not  adopted 
to  prevent  the  diftreffes  which  would  accrue  from  fuch. 
a  circumftance,  his  Excellency  had  given  orders  for 
the  opening  the  ports  of  the  country  for  the  admiffion 
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of  foreign  eorn,  and  judged  it  neeeffary  to  communi- 
cate the  fame  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons.?? 

The  MefTage  being  read  from  the  Chair,  was  order- 
ed to  be  ehtered  on  the  Journals ;  and  upon  the  mo- 
tion of  Lord  CASTLEREAGH,  the  Houfe  refolved 
forthwith  into  Committee  to  take  the  faid  Meflage  in- 
to consideration.— His  Lordfhip  explained  to  the  Com- 
mittee, that  if  the  average  price  of  grain  throughout 
the  kingdorn  had  been  a&ed  upon  much  fooner,  it  - 
would  have  justified  the  meafure  now  taken  by  his  Ex- 
cellency— ?a  meafure,  however,  which  did  not  arife 
from  the  apprehenfion  of  any  prefent  fcarcity  of  grain 
in  the  country,  but  rather  as  a  meafure  of  precaution  to 
guard  againft  the  poffibility  of  any  fcarcity  which  might 
arife  at  a  future  period,  in  confequence  of  the  latenefs 
of  the  prefent  feafon. — His  Lordfhip  concluded  by  mov- 
ing an  addrefs  of  thanks  to  his  Excellency,  which  was 
agreed  to,  and  being  drawn  up  forthwith,  was  approved 
by  the  Houfe,  and  ordered  to  be  prefented  to  his  Ex- 
cellency, by  fuch  Members  of  this  Houfe,  as  are  of 
his  Majefly's  mod  honourable  Privy  Council. 

Mr.  M.  MASON  having  moved  that  the  Speaker  do 
iffue  his  writ  for  the  borough  of  Kilmallock,  in  the 
room  of  C.  S.  Oliver,  Efa^.  who  had  accepted  the  Ef- 
cheatorfhip  of  Muffler, 

Mr.  DAWSON  faid,  that  he  had  no  objeaion  to 
the  writ  being  iffued,  but  at  the  fame  time  would  take 
occafion  to  afk  the  noble  Lord  on  the  Treafury  Bench, 
why  the  Efcheatorfhip  of  Munfler  had  been  given  to  the 
gentleman,  in  whoferoom  the  writ  of  Election  was  re- 
quired, and  refufed  to  an  honourable  Friend  of  his, 
[Colonel  Cole]  who  having  been  appointed  to  ferve  in 
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the  Iftand  of  Corftf>  as  a  Britifh  officer,  afked  the  nobtfc 
Lord  for  that  nominal  place,  the  Efcheatorfhip  of 
Munfter,  in  order  that*  as  he  could  not  difcharge  his 
duty  to  his  Sovereign  in  that  quarter  of  the  globe,  and 
fulfil  the  truft  repofed  in  him  by  his  conftituents  in 
this,  he  might  give  thofe  conftituents  an  opportunity 
of  being  reprefented  in  Parliament  and  their  interefi 
Supported.— This  the  honourable  Colonel  affeed,  but 
what  Was  the  refult  ?  He  was  actually  refufed  !  Mr. 
Dawfon  faid,  he  felt  pained  to  relate  fuch  a  circum- 
ftance  in  that  Houfe,  but  juflice  to  his  honourable  Friend, 
and  juftiee  to  the  country,  demanded  of  him  to  afk  the 
Minifter,  Why  it  was  that  he  made  fuch  a1  ufe  of  the 
prerogative  entrufted  to  the  Grown,  for  (he  purpofe 
of  maintaining  the  freedom  arid  privileges  of  Parlia- 
ment ;  and  to  afk  the  noble  Lord,  why  it  was  that  his 
honourable  Friend  was  fingled  out  for  fuch  an  exer- 
cife  of  that  prerogative,  while  every  day  other  Me  fi- 
bers of  that  Houfe  were  fufrered  to  vacate  their  feats  ? 
The  fact  was,  and  he  called  upon  the  noble  Lord  to 
deny  it  if  he  could,  that  the  Efcheatorfhip  of  Munfler 
was,  in  this  inftanee,  refufed,  bec'aufe  the  electors  of 
Ennifkillen  had  fixed  on  a  relative  of  the  honourable 
Colonel  as  his  fucceffor  in  that  Hou/e,  who  would  fup- 
port  the  independence  of  his  Country  againfl;  the  pro- 
ject of  an  Union — becaufe  it  was  intended  that  Colonel 
Cole's  feat  in  the  Irifh  Parliament  fhould  be  filled  by 
a  gentleman  [Mr.  Balfour]  Who  had  already  confpicu- 
oufly  manifefted  his  refpect  and  attachment  to  that 
Parliament  and  the  liberties  of  his  country,  by  the  re- 
folutions  which  he  brought  forward  in  the  county  of 
Louth  in  oppofition  to  the  meafure  of  an  Union ;  and 
becaufe  the  noble  Lord  was  afraid  to  fee  fuch  a  man 
within  the  walls  of  that  Houfe.  In  what  he  [Mr.  D.] 
had  faid  on  this  fubject,  he  was  authorised  by  his 
honourable  friend,  Colonel  Cole,  and  was  put  in  pof- 
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ftflion  by  him  of  much  more  of  the  Converfation  that 
paffed  between  him  and  the  noble  Lord,  than  he  would 
then  repeat ;  and  he  called  upon  the  noble  Lord,  as  a 
Miniffer  a&ing  upon  fair  and  honeft  principles,  to  come 
forward  and  candidly  avow  what  were  his  motives  for 
a&ing  by  his  Honourable  Friend  in  a  manner  fo  appa- 
rently partial  and  unhandfome.  It  was  an  explanation 
which  the  noble- Lord  owed  to  himfelf,  to  that  Hcufe, 
and  to  the  Country,  and  which  he  [Mr.  D.]  hoped  he 
would  not  decline  giving, 

PRIME  SERJEANT  faid,  that  his  right  honourable 
Friend  who  fat  befide  him,  would  be  very  much  want- 
ing to  the  duty  which  he  owed  to  his  Sovereign,  and  to 
the  fituation  in  which  he  flood,  if  he  were  to  enter  into 
any  explanation,  or  affign  to  any  individual  of  that 
Houfe  the  motives  influencing  him  in  the  exercife  of  a 
prerogative  of  the  Crown — to  do  fo  were  in. effect  to 
refign  that  prerogative ,  and  betray  the  interefts  of  hi3 
Sovereign,  and  therefore  his  advice  to  the  noble  Lord 
would  be  to  maintain  utter  filence  on  the  fubje£fc. 

Mr.  O'DONEL  faid,  that  the  right  honourable  and 
learned  Serjeant  was  a  very  careful  guardian  of  the  no- 
ble Lord,  under  whofe  banner  he  had  enlifled,  and  had 
impofed  a  very  prudent  filence  upon  him,  but  as  he 
had  not  the  fame  power  over  his  lungs,  he  would  ex- 
plain the  reafons  for  this  prudential  filence.  Much  was 
■faid  every  day  of  the  Auftrian  Generals,  and  the  feats 
of  the  Archduke  Charles  were  the  theme  of  public 
converfation  and  applaufe,  but  they  were  nothing  to 
thofe  of  General  Corruption,  who  ferved  under  the  no- 
ble Lord,  in  effecting  the  overthrow  of  the  Conftitu- 
lion  and  Independence  of  Ireland,  and  it  was  bccaufe 
the  honourable  Colonel  was  an  honed:  opponent  of  this 
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General  Cormptkn^  that  he  was  refuted  the  liberty 
of  vacating  his  feat — it  was  becaufe  he  fupported 
the  liberties  of  his  Country  againft  the  profligate  and 
wicked  meafure  of  an  Union,  that  he  was  refufed  the 
Efcheatorlhip  of  Munfter,  in  the  expectation  that  he 
muft  either  ftay  at  home  and  refign  his  regiment,  or  go' 
abroad,  and  thereby  give  a  vote  more  to  the  Minifter  on 
the  next  difcuffion  of  his  favourite  meafure. 

Mr.  A.  MOORE  was  proceeding  to  fpeak  tothefub- 
j^Qij  when 

Mr.  ORMSBY  fpoke  to  order.  Me  faid  that  as  a 
member  had  been  announced  to  the  Houfe  as  having 
ziccepted  an  office  of  profit  under  the  Crown,  it  was 
unconftitutional  to  debate  the  queflion  before  the  Houfe, 
inafmuch  as  it  was  unconditional  the  People  mould  not 
be  reprefented — for  by  the  Place  Bill,  the  feat  was  actu- 
ally vacated  from  the  moment  of  that  acceptance,  and 
he  appealed  to  the  Chair  if  in  fuch  cafe  it  was  not  man- 
datory to  ifTue  the  writ  ? 

The  SPEAKER  faid,  that  as  he  had  been  called  upon, 

he  muff,  declare,   that  it  was  not  mandatory,  for.  then 

there  would  be  no  neceility  for  putting  a  queflion  on  the 

.fubjecl:— -  and.  he  faid  the  Houfe  had  a  right  to  debate  any 

queflion  before  it. 

Mr.  ARTHUR  MOORE.—Sir,  I  had  little  expec- 
tation that  at  this  late  period  of  the  feffion,  we  fliould 
have  again  to  vindicate  the  Conftitution  of  the  Coun- 
try and  the  privileges  of  Parliament,  againft  the  en- 
croachments of  power  and  the  wicked  projects  of  cor- 
ruption, nor  is  it  poflible  to  conceive  how  Miniflers  can 
judify  fuch  a  partial  and  unfair  exercife  of  the  prero- 
gative 


gative  of  the  Crown,  unlefs  they  are  determined  openly 
and  broadly  to  confefs  and  declare  (that  which  every 
day's  events  render  It  ufelefs  for  them  longer  to  conceal) 
that  they  are  refolved  to  carry  the  meafure  of  Union  by 
any,  and  by  every  means,  and  to  ufe  all  the  engines  and 
influence  of  power,  and  the  infidious  practices  of  fraud 
and  unfair  dealing,  to  bring  about  its  completion.     Sir* 
there  is  no  man  who  is  an  attentive  obferver  of  public 
occurrences,  and  who  keeps  an  eye  on  the  meafures  of 
the  Adminifiration,  who  muft  not  have  feen,  and  feen  with 
affliction,  that  the  meafures  which  have  been  taken,   and 
are  now  in  daily  and  unremitting  practice,   to  effectuate 
the  Union,  are  fuch  as  no  honefl:  man  can  juftify,  which* 
while  they  ftamp  the  authors  of  them  with  indelible  dif- 
grace,  muft  render  the  incorporation  of  the  LegiflatureS 
of  the  two  countries,  if  carried,   impermanent,  and  the 
difcontents  and  calamities  of  this  nation  eternal.     Was 
it  not,  Sir,  enough  that    the    whole   authority  of  the 
Court,   both  ordinary  and  extraordinary,  was  exerted  to 
bring  about  the  meafurej  and  that  upon  a  full  and  fair 
difcuffion  of  its  merits,   it  was  rejected  by  the  unbought 
and  uninfluenced  fenfe   of  the   Reprefentatives   of  the 
People  ?     Was  it  not  enough  that  fince  that  period  the 
efforts  of  corruption  have   been   redoubled — that  pro- 
mifes  are  lavifhed,  and  flipulations  made  for  offices  and 
honours— that  our  liberties  are  brought  to  market-overt, 
where  every  difhoneft  man  may  fell  and  buy,   but  where 
no  honefl  man  is  permitted  to  (hew  his  face  ?     Is  it  not 
enough   that  the   public  fenfe  is  daily  mifreprefented  by 
fables  and  falfe  reports  of  change  of  fentiment — of  con- 
verfion  from  error-*-of  majorities  in  favour  of  the  mea- 
fure in  this  Houfe  ?     Is  it  not  enough   that   the  fifter 
kingdom  and  the  Britifh  Cabinet,   are  evidently  and  de- 
fignedly  mifled  and  mifinformed,  as   to  the  real  fhte  of 
public  opinion   in  this  country?     Is  it  not  enough  that 
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the  public  money  is  perverted  to  the   purpofe  of  extin- 
guifhing  the  free   and  fair  communication  of  opinion,, 
and  of  corrupting  the   Prefs,  to  become  the  vehicle  of 
falfe  ftatement,  of  perfonal  calumniation,  and  of  libel 
of  the  Irifh  Parliament?     Will  not  thefe  means,   thefe 
efforts,    content  them  ?     Are  they  not   fatisfied    with 
having  the  purfe  and  the  power  of  the  country  in  their 
hands,  and  actively  employed  in  forwarding  their  views  ? 
Are  they  not  content  with  purchasing  the  mercenary  aid 
pf  every  hireling  fcribbler,   and  circulating  gratis    the 
wicked,    feditious  (nay,  I  think,  in  fome  inftances  little, 
if  at  all,   (hort  of)  treafonable  publications  of  interefted 
or  ignorant  men,    through  the  medium   of  the  public 
Pod-office,    to    all  parts    of  the    kingdom,   while  the 
communication  of  every   publication   in  favour  of  the 
Legiflative  independence  of  Ireland,   is  not  only  with- 
held but  forbidden  ?     Are  they  not  fatisfied  to  fap  and 
undermine  our  Confthution,  by  the  flow  and  filent  ap- 
proaches of  unremitting   corruption,    but  muft   it    be 
openly  and  boldly  affailed   by  an  undifguifed  aggreftiora 
upon  the  privileges   and  independence  of  Parliament  ? 
Sir,  in  my  mind  the  ftatement  which  has  been  made  by 
my  honourable  Friend,  ought  to  roufe  the   indignation 
of  the  Houfe  againft  thofe  who  have  been  the  wicked 
advifers  of  fo  unjuft  and  partial  an  exercife  of  a  prero- 
gative vefted  in  the  Crown,   for  the  purpofe  of  guard-, 
ing   the  privileges,   and   fecuring  the   independence   of 
the  Houfe  of  Commons.     At  any  time,  or  under  any 
circumftances,  {he  tranfa&ion  which  has  been  ftated  to 
have  taken   place  between  the  executive   Government 
and  the  honourable  and   gallant  Colonel,  would  have 
been   highly  difgraceful  to  the  Adminiftration,  and  an 
unpardonable  invafion  of  the   privileges  of  this  Houfe  ; 
but  that  fuch  condu£t  ihould  be  purfued  at  a  time   when 
the  greateft  and  moft  important  fubjeft  that  ever  agi- 
tated 
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fated  a  free  affembly,   is  flill  fufpended  over  our  heads, 
and  is,   we  understand,  again   to    be    brought   forward, 
that  the  praflice  of  Miniflers   here  fhould  be  fo  different 
from  the  profejpons  of  Mr.  Pitt,    who  in   his  fpeech  on 
the  Union,  aSfures  Great  Britain,  and  Ireland,  and  Eu- 
rope, that  the    meafure    is    not  to    be  refumed,  unlefs 
called  for  by  the  free,   uninfluenced,   unequivocal    fenfe 
and  opinion  of  the  Parliament  and   People  of  Ireland  j 
that  the  People  of  'both  nations  fhould  be  told  from  au^. 
thority  that  fair  means  only  are  to  be   ufed,  when  every 
foul  means  are  prafitifed  ;     that   this    Houfe   fhould    be 
mocked  and  infulted  from  day  to  day  with  the  iniincer^ 
sflb ranee  that  all  that  is  fought  for  on  the  fubject,  is  the 
unbiaffed  fenfe  of  Parliament,  at  the  fame  time  that  before 
a  member  is  allowed  to  vacate  his  feat,  he  mufl  condi- 
tion that  his  fucceffor  will  fupport  the  Union,   is  fuch  a 
tranfeendant    violation    of   Parliamentary  freedom,    as 
this  Houfe  ought  not  only  to  refent,  but  to  punifh.     Sir, 
if  this  office  of  Efcheatorfhip  is  to  be  difpofed  of  by  the 
Crown  exclusively  to  thofe  who  will  previously  condition 
to  fupport  the  meafures  of  the  Ministry,  the  Place  Bill, 
inftead  of  being  a  means  of  fecuring  the  independence  of 
Parliament,  becomes  at  once  a  formidable  instrument  of 
Ministerial  influence  and  corruption,  and  inftead  of  being 
a  barrier  of  defence    againSt  the  undue   exercife  of  the 
prerogative,   it  legitimates  its  abufe,    and  forwards  and 
facilitates  its  encroachments.     Surely  a   bill  which   was 
fought  for  by  the  moft  popular  character  in  this  country 
for  years-?— which  for  fo  many  feffions  in  former  Parlia- 
ments was  fuccefsfully  refitted  by  the  Court,  and  perfe- 
veringly   demanded  by  the  Country  ;  but   which  was  at 
length  conceded  as  a  facrifice   on  the  one  fide,  and  re- 
ceived as  an   acquisition  on  the  other,  furely  this  po- 
pular Statute  will    not  now  be  faid    to   authorize  the 
evil  it  vvas  ena&ed  to  remedy,  namely,  the  grievous 
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and  enormous  influence  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown, 
over  the  Reprefentatives    of  the  People  in  Parliament. 
Sir,  I  believe  there   is  no   honourable  Gentleman  in  this 
Houfe,   clifpofed  to  question  the   undoubted  prerogative 
of  the  Crown  to  beftow  its  favours  on  thofe  whom  the 
Administration  mall    think   fit  to  recommend  ;   but  the 
Efcheatorfhips  of  the  provinces  are  now  ,become  mere 
nominal  offices — They  are  offices  now,  by  practice  and 
opinion,   exclufively  applicable  to  the  purpofe  of  occa- 
fional  vacation  of  the  feats  of  this  Houfe,  in  order  either 
to  accommodate    any   member  who  might  wifh    to  re- 
tire from  Parliament  altogether,    or  be  eligible  for  ano- 
ther feat,  or  to  gratify   the  electors  of  any  particular 
place,  by  giving  them  an  opportunity  of  electing  what- 
ever perfon  they  fhould  think  moSt  worthy  of  the  trull 
of  reprefenting  them.     This  is  the  ufe  made  of  the  no- 
minal  offices  in  England,  viz.  the  Stewardship   of  the 
Three  Chiltern  Hundreds,  and   of  the  Manor  of  EaSt 
Hundred,   and  which  Mr.  Hatfell  States  have  been,  fince 
the  year  1750,    made    ufe   of  for   the   convenience  of  all 
parties,   and    which  the  Ministers  of  England  have  uni- 
formly and  impartially  fo  applied  for  the  purpofe  of  ac- 
commodation,  where  the  feat  has  not  been  vacated  for 
any  pecuniary  confideration.     But,    Sir,  the  fads  dated 
by  my   honourable  Friend,   not   only  (hew  that   in    the 
prefent    instance   the  rule  of  impartial  accommodation 
has  been   departed  from,  but  a  mod  venal,   unconstitu- 
tional, and  illegal   ufe  made  of  the  office — and  yet  the 
noble    Lord  will  not  condefcend   to   give   the   Houfe  of 
-Commons  any  exculpatory  explanation  of  the    conduct 
of  Administration,  or  even  to  fay  a  word  in  mitigation 
of  the  ferious  charge   brought    againSt  himfelf.     If  the 
refpe£tability  of  my  honourable  Friend   who  has   men- 
tioned the  Subject,    is  to  be  only  noticed  by  a  fuperci- 
lious  indifference  and  a  faftidious  filenee — if  the  anxiety 
of  the  Houfe  for  the   inviolability  of  its  privileges,  is 
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not  fuffkient  to  induce  the  noble  L. rd  to  avow  or  cJif- 
avow   the  tranfu&'on,   fbrely  a  fenfe  of  what  is  due  to 
the  character  of  the  great  Minifler  who  employs  him, 
or  (what  pught  to  touch   him  more  fenfibly)  of  what  is 
due  to  himfclf,   render  it   incumbent  on  him   either  to 
refute  the  accufation,   or  to  acknowledge    the    offence. 
But  the    learned    Gentleman    who  fills  fo  ably  and  ho- 
nourably the  firft  office  in  his  profeflion  (Prime  Serjeant) 
has  enjoined  a  perfect  filence  on  the  noble  Lord,  as  to  this 
fubjecl,  and  he  very  fagely,  and  perhaps  very  prudently, 
tells  us  that  for  the  noble  Lord  to  fay  any  thing,   would 
be  to  betray  the  interefls  of  the  Crown  ;  and  an  honour- 
able Gentleman   on   the  fame  fide   has  faid,  with  equal 
difcretion,     that    it    is^  impoffible   to    add    a   word  to 
what    has   been  fo  ably  faid  by   Mr.  Prime    Serjeant, 
and  indeed    I    mufl  entirely  agree   with    him,     that  it 
is   impoffible     to    fay    any    thing    on    the  fubjed,  but 
what    the  learned  Gentleman  has  faid — that  is,     it  is 
impoflible     to    fay  any    thing    for     the    noble     Lord, 
but  to  impofe  the   injunction  of  filence    upon    his  lips. 
It  is,   I   agree  with  the  honourable  Gentleman,    one  of 
thofe  topics  which  admits  of  nothing  being  faid  upon  it, 
becaufe  it  contains  a  charge  which  cannot  be  juftified,  and 
therefore   it  was  that   the   learned   Gentleman  not  only 
impofed  the   rule  of  filence,  but  very  nearly  fet  the  ex- 
ample ;   however,   Sir,    in  my  conception,    in   the   very 
few  words  which  the   learned  Gentlemen  has    uttered, 
he   has  given  a  very  unconftiturional  opinion — he  re- 
torts  to   the    prerogative   of  the  Crown,   to  fhelter  the 
Minifter  from  a  charge  of  having  violated  the  privileges 
of  Parliament.    Does  he   call  it  an  exercife  of  the  pre- 
rogative,   to  make  corrupt  bargains  with  the  members  of 
the  Legiflature,   to  make  the  reprefentation  of  the  peo- 
ple an  article  of  traffic,  and  to  impofe  terms  and  con- 
ditions   upon  individuals    previous  to  their   taking  their 
feats   in  this  Houfe  ?  is   it  a  prerogative  of  the  Crown 
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to.  violate  the  independence  of  Parliament?  is  it  the 
intereft  of  the  Crown  that  the  conduct  of  wicked  Minis- 
ters mould  neither  be  inveftigated  or  punifhed,  or  is  it 
the  right  of  the  Crown  to  withhold  from  this  Houfe 
thofe  fa&s  and  that  evidence  which  might  convicl  and 
condemn  the  guilty  violator  of  its  moft  facred  pri- 
vileges ?  the  queftion  here  is  not  about  the  exercife 
of  the  prerogative,  but,  whether  an  individual  Minif- 
ter  has  abuftd  the  prerogative  for  the  purpofe  of  Sub- 
verting— fir  fr,  the  freedom,  and  then  the  exigence  of  Par- 
liament ;  and  in  this  tranfa&ion  I  confider  the  interefts 
of  the  Crown  and  of  this  Houfe  to  be  equally  betray- 
ed, becaufe  they  are  equally  interefted  m  preferving 
the  integrity  and  inviolability  of  the  Conftitution.' 
Shall  it  then  be  faid  that  becaufe  the  Crown  has  the 
prerogative  of  bellowing  offices,  that  therefore  the 
Minifter  (hall  with  impunity  make  ufe  of  the  power  of 
one  branch  of  the  Conftitution  to  fubvert  the  independ- 
ence of  another,  and  to  deftroy  the  poife  and  balance 
of  the  whole  ?  Sir,  the  motion  before  the  Houfo, 
though  fimply  a  motion  to  ifiue  a  writ  for  a  vacant 
feat,  involves  in  it  every  thing  of  importance  to  the 
dignity,  the  privileges,  and  the  exiftence  of  this  Par- 
liament. If  we  fancYion  the  undue  and  proftituted  ufe 
which  has  been  made  ufe  of  the  offices  for  vacating 
feats  in  this  Houfe,  we  in  efFc£t  give  up  our  Legifia- 
flire  and  betray  our  Country.  The  only  queftion  for  us 
is  to  afcertain,  has  the  tranfa£tion  ftated  taken  place  ? 
for  if  it  has,  its  wickednefs  and  illegality  can  be  difputed 
by  no  man,  it  is  charged  upon  the  adminiilration,  an<j 
it  is  not  denied.  I  believe  no  man  would  confider  it 
either  an  injurious  or  dilhonourable  difclofure  of  the 
ftcrets  of  Government  to  deny  fuch  a  ferious  charge, 
if  the  noble  Lord  could  ;  but  if  it  be  not  denied,  can 
the  Houfe  do  any  thin^  elfe  than  believe  it  to  be  true, 
and  if  it.  be  true,  and  that  this  Houfe  will  not  refsr'o- 
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bate  and  punim  it,  it  will  be  better  fubrak  at  o  ice  to 
the  vaflalage  and  fervility  prepared  for  us,  it  will  be 
better  to  yield  the  Confutation  with  a  good  grace  thau 
to  have  it  taken  from  us  by  fraud,  foul- dealing,  and  indi- 
TeB  means,  it  will  be  better  to  embrace  with  courage 
the  inftant  death  of  an  Union,  than  to  enjoy  for  a  time 
a  precarious  and  painful  exiflence,  with  the  melancholy 
certainty  before  our  eyes  of  clofing  our  career  in  ulti- 
mate and  inevitable   diffolution. 

Mr.  PLUNKETT.— Sir,  I  did  hope  that  the  queftion 
put  with  fo  much  candour  and  moderation  by  my  hon. 
Friend,  would  have  received  ananfwer.  I  did  hope, 
that  a  queftion  of  fuch  import  to  the  country,  and  to  the 
noble  Lord  to  whom  it  was  addrefled.  Would  not  have 
been  treated  with  contemptuous  filence.  I  did  hope, 
Sir,  that  the  noble  Lord  would  have  felt  his  cha rafter, 
and  that  of  his  adminiftration  too  deeply  involved  in  the 
anfvver  to  that  queftion,  to  have  fuffered  him  to  perfift 
in  contemptuous  filence.  But  Sir,  as  I  fee  that  the 
noble  Lord  is  fubdued  by  the  irrefiftible  eloquence  of 
the  honorable  and  learned  Gentleman  who  fits  befide 
him,  and  that  he  feels  himfelf  compelled  to  yield  to  his 
all  powerful  injunction  ;  I  feel  myfelf  warranted  in 
fuppofing,  that  any  anfwer  which  could  have  been  given 
to  the  queftion,  would  have  confirmed  in  its  fulleft  ex- 
tent the  charge  which  was  conveyed  in  it ;  and,  Sir, 
under  fuch  circumftances  I  can  no  longer  remain  filent. 
lam  not  fond  of  obtruding  myfelf  upon  the  attention 
of  the  Houfe  ;  during  a  great  part  of  the  fefllon,  I  have 
remained  a  fdent  fpe£fotor  of  meafures  which  I  flrongly 
difapproved  ;  feeling  that  I  could  not  prevent  or  mend 
them,  I  was  fatisfied  to  look  on  ;  but  Sir,  it  is  not  in 
human  nature  to  remain  a  paflive  obferver  of  conduct 
fuch  as  this.     What  fluff  does  the  noble  Lord  fuppofe 
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this  Houfeor  this  Country  to  be  made  of,  does  he  con- 
fider  it  fo  abject  and  fo  carelefs,  that  even  the  form 
and  femblance  of  common  decency  mould  be  difregard- 
ed  ?  The  noble  Lord  at  this  moment  exhibits  a  phe- 
nomenon unexampled  in  the  hiitofy  of  any  free  coun- 
try, after  being  baffled  and  difgraced  in  a  vital  meafure, 
he  continues  to  brave  the  parliament  and  the  people, 
and  to  tell  them  that  that  meafure  fhall  be  carried,  no 
matter  by  what  means.  I  am  told  Sir,  that  this  ques- 
tion has  no  connection  with  the  Union;  I  deny  it,  no 
two  queftions  can  be  more  effentially  involved,  becatife 
the  noble  Lord  by  his  filence  on  this  night  avows,  that 
he  means  by  a  barefaced  exertion  of  prerogative,  to 
enforce  this  reprobated  meafure  againft:  the  fair  ftnfe  of 
Parliament  and  people,  and  therefore,  though  I  will 
not  tire  the  Houfe  by  trying  the  merits  of  a  qutftioa 
which  has  been  already  fo  amply  difcufled  and  fo  ex- 
plicitly reprobated,  I  will  beg  to  call  the  attention  of 
the  Houfe  to  the  conduct  of  the  noble  Lord  and  of 
the  Government  in  the  profecution  of  it.  This  mea- 
fure, Sir,  was  brought  forward  with  but  little  interval 
indeed  being  allowed  for  the  public  to  examine  it  before 
its  introduction  to  this  Houfe,  in  that  little  interval 
however  public  fcorn  and  indignation  had  attached  upon 
it.  But  flill  it  was  brought  into  this  Houfe  accompa- 
nied by  the  execrations  of  the  people  of  Ireland,  but  at 
the  fame  time  with*' the  proud  boaft,  and  I  do  believe 
with  the  childifli  hope,  on  the  part'of  the  noble  Lord!, 
that  it  would  be  carried  by  a  triumphant  majority;  of 
its  fate  I  need  not  remind  you  ;  it  was  flung  out  of 
parliament  with  abhorrence.  How  Sir  was  the  majority 
formed  by  whom  it  was  rejected  ? — was  any  man  bribed 
to  refift  the  Union  ?  was  any  man  promifed  to  refill 
{he  Union  ?  was  any  man  difmifled  from  office,  or 
threatened  with  difmiflal  to  make  him  refill  the  Union  ? 
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was  there  any  mean  motive,  or  felfifh  interefl,  or  fordid 
afFe&ion   of  the   human  heart,    preflTed   into  the  fervice 
to  refill  the  Union  ?  no  Sir,  it  was  difmifTed  and  defeat- 
ed by  the  inflin£t,  and  the   reafon,  and  the  virtue,    and 
the  talents,  and  the    property   of  the  country.     What 
was  the  confequence  ?   have   the  honourable  men   who 
were    difmifTed  from  office  been  reftored?  and   has  the 
abfurd  projector  who  failed  in  his  ram  experiment  been 
difmiiTed  ?  no  Sir,  but  the  men  who  were  turned  out  of 
office,  becaufe    they  gave    a    wife   and  honeft  opinion, 
which  has  been  confirmed  by  parliament,  and  by  the  na- 
tion, are  kept  out  of  office,  merely  becaufe  they  gave  that, 
opinion,  and   the  Minifter   who  brought  forward   this 
weak  and    wicked  meafure,   after  being  difgraced  and 
baffled   retains    his   place.     I    therefore    repeat    it,    the 
noble  Lord  exhibits  a  political  phcenomenon  unparalleled 
In  the  hiflory    of  any  free  country.     In  former  times, 
when  the  Minifter  has  found  the-fenfe  of  the  Legiflature 
and  the  country  againfl  him,  his  meafures   have   been 
abandoned,  and   he  himfelf  has  fought  fafety  in  retire- 
ment.    But    here    the   Minifr.tr    retains  his   place,   and 
braves  the    Legiflature,  3nd    braves    the   Country,  and 
avows    his   perfeverance    in    the    meafure    which    they 
have  trampled  on,  and  3vows  his  determination  to  carry 
that  meafure   by    means  the   mod   unconftitutional  and 
fhamelefs.     But   Sir,  it  feems  we   were  a  faction  who 
rejected   it.     I  would  be    glad    to    know,  was  any   man 
amongft  us  actuated  by  a  motive  of  felf-intereft  ?    [Mr. 
Martin  faid  yes,]  1  mould  be  glad  the  honourable  Mem- 
ber would    point    out  the  inftance  and   the  motive.     I 
utd  be  glad  to  hear  the  folitary  inftance  amongft  that 
n^ijority,   of  a  man  fwayed   by  any  other  interefl  than 
that    which  is  common  to  every   Irifhman — the  interefl 
which  he  feels  and  fhares  with  the  Country  itfelf.     But 
Sir,  if  we  are  to  look  for  motives,  let  me  aflc,  where 
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was   the   unbought  and    uninfluenced  fenfe  of   parlia- 
ment   that   fupported    the    meafure  ?     I    have     heard 
much  from  the  friends  of  Union,  of  the  corruption   of 
parliament;  on  which  fide  has  that  corruption  been  ar- 
rayed on  the  prefent   quedioo  ?     I  have  heard  of   116 
placemen    in  this  Houfe.     Let  me    aik    if  you  except 
the  men  who  fill  thofe   places   and  the  men  who  have 
been  promifed   them,   if   you  except  the  pofll-ilion  and 
the  reverfion  of  that  patronage,    if  you  except  the  men. 
who  have  been  promifed  promotion   and  rank  for  their 
fervices,    who  are    the   men    in    this    Houfe  who   have 
fupported    an  Union  ?    i   do   not    fay,   Sir,    that    fome 
honed  men  may   not   have   fupported  the   meafure.     I 
believe   that  there  are  fomc  men   panic-druck  and   who 
would  refort  to   any  meafure  which  they  fancied  would 
free  them  from  their  prefent  apprehenftons,  without  con- 
fidering  whether  the  meafure  propofed  is  really  fitted  to 
give  them  fecurity  ;  and  therefore  it  is  that  I  hail    with 
peculiar  pleafure  the  fuccefs  of  his  Majedy's  allies  on  the 
Continent,  becaufe  I  am  confident  that  if  peace  were   ret- 
ftored,    and  the  danger   of  French  invafion  and  French 
intrigue  removed,  there  would  not  be  one  honed  voice 
in  the  kingdom    to   be   raifed  in  favour  of  this  ili-fqted 
project.     Let  it  not  then  be  faid    that   the  Union  has 
been  defeated   by  a  faction.     I  will  tell  the  noble  Lord 
who  are  the  faction  that  have  defeated  it;   they  are  the 
faction   who    have    put  down   the   rebellion  in   Ireland 
before   Great   Britain   gave    her  any    affidance.     They 
'  are   the  faction  by   whom  even  within  the  young  me- 
mory  of  that    young  minider,  the  connexion  between 
the  two  countries   has   been   preferved.     They  are  the 
facYion  to  whom  it  is  owing  that  at  this   moment  a  vef- 
tige  of  the  Britifh  Government  is  to  be  traced  exiding 
in  this  country.     They   are  the  fa  Q:  Ion  without  whom 
you  would  h&ve  lod  Ireland  ia  the  lad  yeact  and  with- 
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out  whom  you  could  not  hold  it  during  the  next.     I 
therefore  caution  the  noble  Lord    not  to   indulge  him- 
felf  or  his  adherents  in  the  cant  of  branding  fuch  men 
with  the  name  of  faction,   and  not   to  perfift   in  mea- 
fores  to  which  fuch  men  have  declared  their  rooted  an- 
tipathy.    But   Sir,  we  are  told  that  the  free  and   un- 
biased fenfe   of  Parliament,   and  of  the  country  muft 
be  obtained,  and  when   that    fhall  be  done  the  meafure 
will   again    be   brought  forward ;  does   the  noble  Lord 
really  expert   that    credit    will  be   given  to  thofe  pro- 
ffcffions  ?    does  he  believe  us  to   be  fuch  dolts  and   dri- 
vellers that  we  will  judge  his  conduct  by  thofe  affertions, 
whilft  his  a£b  in  contradiction   of  them   are  flaring   us 
i»i  the  face  ?  does  the  noble  Lord  wifh  to  have  the   unbi- 
affed  fenfe  of  Parliament,  and  does  he  at  the  fame  time 
refufe  permiffion    to   the  honourable  Colonel  to  vacate 
bis  fe3t,  avowedly  becaufe  he  knows  his  fucceflor  would 
be  hoftile   to  an  Union  ?    At  firft  the  noble  Lord  pro- 
fefled   that  no  man  fhould  be   allowed  to  vacate,  unlefs 
he  gave  fa tisfa (Story  affurance  that  his  feat   was  not   to 
be  fold.     I    ftate  it  as  a  fa£t,  and  defire   to  be  contra- 
dicted if  it  is  not  fo,  that  the  noble    Lord   has  totally 
abandoned  that   principle,   which  I  admit  was  a  fair  and 
honourable  one.     I  ftate  it  as  a  fa&  that  fince  he  made 
that  profeffion  he  has  allowed  feats  to  be  vacated,  where 
he  knew  that  money  was  to  be  given  by  the  fucceffor, 
and  that  he  has  refufed  permiffion  to   vacate,  as  in  the 
inftance  of   the  honourable  Colonel,     where  he  knew 
that  no  money  was  to  be  given.     I  ftate  it  as  a  fa& 
that  it    is  publicly  avowed   by  Government  that  voting 
or  not  voting  for  the  Union,   is  the  fole   rule  by  which 
the  permiffion   to  vacate  fhall  be  regulated.     Will   any 
man  after  this  be  fo  fenfelefs  as  to  believe  that   Govern- 
ment wifhed  for  the  fair  fenfe  of  the   Parliament  or  of 
the  People  ;  do  they  wifh  for  the  fair  Ccnfe  of  the  Peo- 
ple ? 
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pie  ?  will  they  deny  that  they  have  purchafed  the 
newf-papers  to  admit  publications  only  on  one  fide  ? 
will  they  deny  'that  they  have  inflrufited  Sheriffs  to 
prevent  the  fenfe  of  the  counties  being  collected  by  the 
convening  of  county  meetings  ?  are  they  ready  now  to 
have  the  counties  of  Ireland  convened  and  to  abide  the 
teft  of  their  declarations  on  the  queftion  ?  We  know, 
Sir,  that  the  power  of  Government)  has  been  (trained 
in  every  cortfer  of  the  kingdom,  to  prevent  the  fenfe  of 
the  people  being  declared.  lam  informed  that  their  emif- 
faries  actually  defcended  fo  low  as  to  threaten  a  publican  in 
the  city  of  Cork,  that  his  licence  mould  be  withdrawn 
if  he  ventured  to  receive  into  his  houfe  a  number  of 
gentlemen,  who  afterwards  affixed  their  fignatures  to  an 
addrefs,  thanking  the  Parliament  for  having  rejected 
the  Union.  Sir,  whilft  fuch  a  fyftem  is  purfued,  it  is 
impofiible  to  believe  the  Government  of  the  country 
when  they  tell  us  that  they  wifh  for  the  real  ftnfe 
of  the-  country.  It  is  ari  eafy  matter  to  call  us  to  give 
a  candid  difcuffion  to  the  fubje£t.  They  may  tell  us 
diftin&ly  (that  I  think  is  the  *i'afhionabie  phrafe)  that 
the  meafure  is  not  to  be  preffed  againft  the  fenfe  of. 
Parliament  and  People.  They  may  clafp  their  hands 
and  implore  us  not  to  prevent  a  fair  enquiry,  and  they 
may  fet  this  verbage  to  any  tune  they  pleafe,  but  whilft 
their  conducl  mews  that  they  are  (training  every  nerve 
to  corrupt  the  fenfe  of  Parliament,  and  to  ftifle  the 
voice  of  the  People,  they  cannot  hope  to  be  believed, 
I  do  therefore  caution  the  noble  Lord  againft  perfever- 
ing  in  fuch  a  hopelefs  and  exafperating  fyftem ;  his 
meafure  he  never  can  accomplifh,  but  the  attempt 
may  prove  fatal  both  to  the  Government  and  to  the 
Country; 
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The  ATTORNEY  GENERAL  faid,  that  he  never 
felt  more  furprifed  than  at  feeing  the  Houfe  involved  in 
fUch  a  converfation.     The  queftion  before  it  was,  whe- 
ther a  Member  having   vacated  his   feat,    by  accepting  a 
place   of  profit  under  the    Crown,   a  new  writ  of  elec- 
tion  mould  be   iffued,    purfuant    to   the    ufage    of  the 
Houfe,   and  the  fpirit  of  the  Conftitution.     That  a  per- 
fon  accepting  an   office  from  the  Crown   vacates  bis  feat 
thereby,   was  a  fa6fc  unquefiionable,  and  it  followed   of 
neceility    that   a    new  writ  mull  be  iffued. —nay  it  was 
mandatory  on   the  Houfe  to  iifue   it, — Whatever  may 
have  been  faid  about  the  votes  and  opinions  of  Members 
on   his  fide   of  the   Houfe,   who  held   offices  under   the 
Crown,    he  conceived  himfelf  to  be  as  independent   in 
principle   and  conduct  as   any  Member  in   that  Houfe, 
and  acYmg  in  the  fpirit  of  that  independence  he  would, 
in  the  face  of  that  Houfe  and  the   hearing  of  every 
man  in  it, '  advife  the  noble  Lord  who  fat  befide  him  to 
maintain  that  filence, .  which  in  the  prefent   inftance   it 
was  fo  peculiarly  his   duty  to  do — and  he  would  tell  the 
noble  Lord  that  he  would  aft  moll  contemptibly,   and 
betray  the  truft  repofed  in  him  by  his  Sovereign,  if  he 
defcended  to  any  explanation   to  the  interrogatories  and 
crofs-queftions  put  to  him  by  individuals  of  that  Houfe 
—and   he    would  further  tell  him,  that    if  he   were  fo 
pitiful  as  to  render  to  any  man  in  that  Houfe  explana- 
tion which  was  only  due  to  his  Majefly,    he  would  beg 
of  him  to  get  an   Attorney  General  from   the   other 
fide   of  the    Houfe. — But  what   was   all    this  clamour 
raifed 'about  ?     Becaufe    the   noble    Lord,   as    was    his 
duty,  refufed  an  office,    which  would  have  gone  to  de- 
prive the  conftituent    of   thofe    Pailiamentary    fervices 
which  he  had  a   right  to  receive  from  the  reprefcnta- 
tive.     [A  loud  laugh  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe.] 
—Mr.   Attorney  General,  in  continuation,  faid,  that 
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he  would  not  be  put  down  by  an  ignorant  laugh — he 
would  mew  it  was  an  ignorant  laugh — for  as  foon  as 
the  electors  make  choice  of  a  reprefentative,  and  that 
he  accepts  that  reprefentation,  they  have  a  vefted  right 
in  his  fervices — Yes !  he  contended  that  it  was  the  fact, 
and  the  law.  The  fubject  of  an  Union  was  (till  fo 
frefti  in  the  memory  of  gentlemen  at  the  other  fide  of 
the  Houfe,  that  they  could  not  think  or  fpeak  of  any 
thing  elfe,  and,  like  Alexander,  pluming  themfelves  on 
the  victory  which  they  o]btained? 

?'  They  fight  their  battles  o'er  again, 
ti  And  thrice  they  flay  the  (lain." 

He  had  known  of  a  Prefbyterian  faction  having  once 
endeavoured  to  appoint  a  Committee  for  the  purpofe  of 
difpofing  of  all  public  offices,  and  taking  the  controul 
over  them  entirely  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Crown  : 
If  a  Minifter  were,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance,  to  be 
bullied  by  every  individual  of  Parliament,  and  brought 
to  account  for  his  life  of  that  branch  of  the  preroga- 
tive, he  conceived  it  would  be  better  to  have  the  Pref- 
byterian committee  at  once.  Indeed  it  was  the  opinion 
©f  the  fage  and  erudite  Mrs.  M'Cawley.,  that  fuch  an 
arrangement  were  mod  defirable,  and  it  might  be  the 
opinion  of  all  thofe  who  wifhed  to  leave  to  the  Crown 
nothing  but  the  name  and  fhadow  of  authority— but 
as  he  had  the  misfortune  to  differ  from  Mrs.  M'Cawley, 
he  would  recommend  to  the  Minjfter.  to  keep  the  difpo- 
fal  of  offices  to  himfelf,  and  npt  to  betray  that  part  of 
the  prerogative  of  the  Crown,  by  anfwering  the  inter- 
rogatories of  any  Member  of  that  Hoqfe, 

Mr.  J.  C.  BERESFORD  fald,   that  he  could  not  de- 
fire  a  better  argument  for  qppofing  the  iffue  of  the  writ,, 
than  that  with  which  the  right  honourable  and  learned 
D  z  Member 


Member  Irad  furnifhed  him,  for  if  the  granting  the  Ef- 
cheatorfhip  of  Munft'er  was  nothing  more  than  a  trick  by 
which  the  Reprefentative  was  enabled  to  cheat  the  Gon- 
ftituent,  he  would  in  fuch  cafe  think  it  good  grounds  for 
refufing  it  in  all  inftances.  But  in  the  cafe  of  his  ho- 
nourable Friend  (Colonel  Cole)  how  would  it  appear  to 
the  people  of  this  country,  when  they  find  a  member 
faithful  to  their  interefts,  ordered  by  his  Majefiy  on  fo- 
reign fer  vice,  and  then  refufed  a  nominal'  office,  which 
would  enable  him  to  vacate  his  feat,  and  his  conflitur 
ents  to  choofe  another  reprefentative  ? 

[Here  Mr.  B.  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  F.  Hut- 
chinfon,  who  faid,  that  he  had  got  out  of  the  queftion 
before  the  Houfe.] 

Mr.  Beresford.  proceeded  to  (late  the  ill  effect  it  would 
have  on  the  public  mind,  when  they  fee  members  of 
that  Houfe,  who  were  adverfe  to  the  meafure  of  an 
Union,  and  who  happened  to  hold  rank  in  the  Britifh 
army,  fent  out  of  the  country  in  order  to  thin  the  Houfe, 
and  give  a  majority  to  Government — -and  when  it 
would  be  ften  that  the  Place-Bill  was  made  a  tool  of  in 
the  hands  of  Government,  to  enflave  Parliament,  in- 
stead of  maintaining  it  free. 

Hon.  F.  HUTCHINSON  faid,  the  queftion  before 
the  Houfe  was,  whether  a  new  writ  fhould  iflue  fo\-  the 
borough  of  Kiimallock,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Oliver, 
who  had  accepted  an  office  of  profit  under  the  Crown  ? 
the  feat  being,  by  the  provifions  of  the  Place- Bill,  thus 
become  vacant,  the  law  was  mandatory,  and  the  writ 
muM  iffue.  No  difference  of  opinion  could  arife  upon 
it  ;  hut  Gentlemen  had  thought  proper  in  fpcaking  to 
this  fubje£t,  to  introduce  the  queftion  of  the  Union:  he 
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had  called  his  honourable  Friend  (Mr.  J.  C.  B.)  to  or- 
'der,  when  he  was  enlarging  on  this  topic,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  recalling  his  attention  to  the  queftion  under  de- 
bate, and  not  from  an  apprehenficn  that  his  honourable 
Friend  could  fucceed  in  his  endeavour  to  inflame  the 
People.  The  feafon  for  that  delufion  was  now  pail — - 
the  difcuffions  which  had  taken  place  in  both  countries 
had  informed  the  public  judgment,  and  it  was  too  late 
now  to  pracYife  any  delufion  upon  it  with  ehe£L  He 
faid,  that  to  the  beft  of  his  obfervation  there  was  a 
ftrong  growing  fentiment  in  favour  of  the  Union  in 
many  parts  of  the  kingdom.  He  fpoke  more  particular- 
ly of  the  South,  where  his  connexions  lay  ;  he  faid  he 
believed  it  to  be  true,  that  fifteen  parts  out  of  fixteen  cf 
the  property  of  the  county  Cork  had,  by  public  refolu- 
tions,  declared  their  opinions  in  favour  of  this  meafure ; 
that  the  fentiment  of  a  mod  numerous  and  refpeQrable 
meeting  held  in  Cork  had  been  long  fince  known ; 
that  he  had  taken  pains  to  inform  himfelf  of  the  opinion 
of  the  county  Kerry,  and  that  he  had  the  beft  grounded  , 
reafons  to  think  that  nearly  the  whole  weight  of  the  pro- 
perty of  that  county  was  favourable  to  the  Union,  He 
faid,  he  referred  to  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom  only 
with  which  he  happened  to  be  particularly  conne&ed; 
that  from  thefe  and  fimilar  fa£b,  which  other  Gentle-_ 
men  might  ftate  from  their  local  knowledge,  he  defired 
permiflion  to  controvert  the  aifertion  fo  often  repeated,, 
that  the  fenfe  of  the  majority  of  the  nation  was  adverfe 
to  the  Union.  He  faid  he  could  not  help  obferving, 
that  this  affertion  contained  in  itfelf  a  monftrous  affumpi- 
tion,  when  it  was  a  fa£t  which  could  not  be  contro- 
verted, that  the  Catholics,  who  compofed  that  majo- 
rity, had,  as-a  body,  cautioully  refrained  from  deliver- 
ing any  public  opinion  upon  the  queftion.  Hiving  men- 
tioned  the     Catholic    body,     he   dated,    among   other 
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grounds   of  argument,    that   he   fuftained  the   Union . 
principally   becaufe    it   was  his   firm    perfuafion  that  it 
would  have  the  efle&  pf  refloring  to  the  Catholics  their 
juft  rights,  and  would  place  them  in  a  fituation  of  per- 
feci  equality  with  their  Proteftant  fellow-fubjefts ;    that 
in  fpeaking  of  Ireland,  it   ought  always  to  be  remem- 
bered,   that  no  nation  has  ever  been  in  this  refpect  fimi- 
lady  circumftanced.     He  faid  it  was  time  to  apply  a  re- 
medy tp   the  evils  arifing  from  this  excluflon,   and  that 
conceiving  the  Union  to  be  that  remedy,   he  would  fuf- 
tain  it  whenfoever  brought  before  Parliament,   confider- 
ina;  it   as  a  meafure  calculated,  among  other  wife  pur- 
pofes,  to    heal    the    diffenfions  of  this   country,  and  to. 
ftrengthen    and  cement   the  force  of  the  empire. — He 
begged  leave,  before    he    fat  down,  to  advert  to    fome 
©bfervations   which  had   been  made   on  the  conducl  of 
Sheriffs.     He  had  the   honour  of  {landing  in   that  fitua- 
tion for  the  county  Tippcrary — He  had  been  applied  to, 
to  call   a  meeting  of  certain  baronies,    and  afterward* 
had    received   a  requifitton  to  convene   the   county,  to 
confider  of  the  queftion  of  a  Legiflative  Union :  he  had 
declined  to  comply  with   either  of  thefe   requifitions  ^ 
but  in  fo  doing,  he  a£r.ed  in  compliance  with  the  opinion 
and  advice  of  the  majority  of  the  rank  and  property  of 
that  great  county,  whofe  fentiments  he  had   thought  it 
his  duty    to  confult,  and    by  whofe  fentiments  he    had 
been  directed.     They   conceived,    from    the    difturbed 
ftate   of  the  country,    among   other   reafons,  that   the 
time  for  this  meeting  was  inopportune  ;   they  had  dated 
this  opinion  to  him   in  a  public  paper,    conceived  in  the 
ftronge ft  terms. — His  opinion  coincided  with  theirs,  and 
he  had  a&ed  accordingly. 
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Mr.  G.  PONSONBY.— Sir,  I  have  not  been  in  the 
Houfe  to  hear  all  that  has  been  faid,  but  I  am  {hock- 
ed   and    affli&ed  to  underftand    from   the    honourable 
Member  who  fpoke  laft  at  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe, 
that  all  the  gentlemen  around  me  have  loft  their  fenfes, 
and  are  all  gone  mad.     This  affects  me  extremely,  be- 
ta ufe  I  hope  for  their  fober  concurrence    on  a   future 
day;  when  a  meafure  directed  to  the  ruin   of  this  coun* 
try  ihall  again  be  difeuffed  in  this  Houfe.    But  I  am  con- 
cerned, Mr.  Speaker,  to  find  by  the  fpeech  of  the  ho- 
nourable Member  oppofite   me,  that   I  muft   look  to  a 
lucid  interval  for  fuch  concurrence.     He  fays  the   Par- 
liament are  for  an  Union — that   the  people  are  for  an 
Union— and   yet  the    Parliament  is   to  excite  the  people 
to  rebellion- — if  Parliament  fhould  be  fo  good  as  to  com- 
ply with   their  wifhes  and  give   them  an  Union  ;  but 
this  is  not  the  extent  of  our  calamity  Sir,  for   I   find  a 
great  part  of  the  community    has  gone  mad  as  well  as 
this  Houfe,  for  notwithftanding  the  great  number  of  pub- 
lic declarations  againft  the  meafure   of  an  Union,  thofe 
who  had  thus  declared  themfelves  are  now  in  a  fit  of  in- 
fancy, mad  for  the   accomplilhment   of  the  project.     It 
is   impoflible,    Mr.   Speaker,    to  bear  up  againft    thofe 
occafional  and  national  fits  of  infanity — I  feel   it   dan- 
gerous' to  truft  myfelf  in   the   Houfe,    left   I  mould  be 
bitten  and  go  mad  myfelf  alfo. 

I  do  not  rife,  Mr.  Speaker,   to  debate  the    queftion 
of  Union— but  when  I  fpeak  on  that  before  the  Houfe, 
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I  feel  them  neceffartly  connected.  A  writ  is  moved  to 
be  ifiued  for  the  ele&ion  of  a  member,  in  the  room  of 
one  who  has  accepted  the  Efcheatorftiip  of  Munfter.  I 
mould  then  be  glad  to  know,  if  any  member  of  this 
Houfe,  holding  a  commiflion  in  the  army,  and  ordered 
on  foreign  fervice,  has  been  refufed  the  Efcheatormip 
of  Munfter,  that  his  conftituents  may  be  furnimed 
with  an  opportunity  of  electing  a  perfon  in  his  rqom — 
I  mould  be  glad,  to- know  that,  becaufe  if  the  fa£t  be  fo, 
1  mould  not  fcruple  to  fay,  that  it  would  be  the  moft 
unjuft,  unfair,  and  unconftitutional  ufe  of  power  that 
ever  has  been  made.  If  a  place  merely  nominal,  and  given 
away  every  day,  mould  be  refufed  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  a  Member  of  this  Houfe,  merely  becaufe  his 
opinions  did  not  coincide  with  thofe  of  the  Minifter  on 
a  particular  queftion,  I  do  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  it  is 
mod  fhameful  and  unjuft — What  then,  Mr.  Speaker, 
am  I  to  think  of  the  declaration  that  the  people  are  fa- 
vourable to  the  Minifter's  meafure,  when  he  refufes  to 
the  people  an  opportunity  of  being  reprefented  ?  It  is 
faid  that  the  Minifter  has  the  power  of  refufing  this 
nominal  office.  It  is  true  fo  he  has,  but  he  mould 
take  care  how  he  ufe  that  power,  and  the  Parliament 
/hould  look  that  he  does  not  abufe  it.  When  fuch  con- 
du£b  as  this  is  purfued,  can  we  fay  that  Government  is 
keeping  an  even  hand  with  the  People  in  the  queftion  of 
an  Union  ?  Am  I  to  underftand  that  Lord  Cornwallis's 
Government  in  this  country  is  fuch  as  to  ufe  the  prero- 
gative 


gative  of  the  Crown  partially  ?  Am  I  to  underftand 
that  fuch  &  the  complexion  of  his  Lordftu'p's  Govern- 
ment ?  Am  I  to  underftand  that  it  is  determined  either? 
by  force  or  fraud  to  carry  the  queftion  of*  Union  ?— 
Am  I  to  recollect  the  words  ufed  by  the  noble  Lord  on  a 
former  night,  "  that  it  would  be  infanity  to  carry  this 
meafure  againft  the  fenfe  of  Parliament  and  of  the  Coun- 
try ?"  Am  I  to  fay,  that  what  would  have  been  infanity 
in  the  Minifter  then,  is  now  no  longer  fuch,  and  that 
we  having,  "according  to  the  reafoning  of  an  honoura- 
ble Member  who  was  fpeaking  when  I  entered  the 
Houfe,  loft  our  fenfes,  and  he  retaining  the  pofieilionof 
his,  the  people  are  at  length,  by  a  vexatious  ufe  of  the 
prerogative  of  the  Crown,  to  be  reduced  to  the  alterna- 
tive of  bearing  with  a  forced  meafure,  or  reforting  to 
actual  rebellion  ?  Is  this  the  fpontaneous  a&  of  Lord 
Cornwallis,  or  is  it  the  meafure  of  theMinifter?  To 
whom  am  I  to  afcribe  the  merit  of  it  ?  Such  a  power 
was  never  before  practifed  except  for  a  few  days  by 
Lord  North,  and  he  found  it  fo  odious  that  he  was 
obliged  to  relinquifli  the  exercife  of  it.  The  noble 
Lord  has  copied  Lord  North  in  one  inflance,  and  I  wilh 
he  may  do  fo  dill  farther,  by  abandoning  a  conduct 
which  is  injurious  to  this  Houfe  and  to  the  Country, 
and  cannot  poffibly  promote  the  object  which  he  has  in 
view,  for  I  can  tell  him  that  fuch  a  conduct  will  only 
ferve  to  confirm  and  ftrengthen  the  oppofition  of  this 
Houfe1  and  of  the  People  of  Ireland  to  his  wicked  and 
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abominable  project.  I  know  the  noble  Lord  tan  refufe 
the  Efcheatorfhip  of  Munfter  to  the  honourable  Colonel 
to  whom  it  has  been  refufed— but  I  defire  him  to  confi- 
der  the  effect  it  will  have  on  the  public  mind — whether 
it  will  look  like  giving  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe  and  the 
©pinion  of  the  People  fair  fcope  on  the  fubjefit  of  an 
Union — or  whether  it  will  not  appear  the  determination 
cf  Government  to  produce  a  majority  in  this  Houfe  on 
any  terms,  and  then,  being  produced,  leave  the  country 
no  alternative  between  acquiefcence  and  rebellion.  A 
Gentleman,  in  obedience  to  the  command  of  his  Sove- 
reign, goes  to  the  coaft  of  Greece,  to^raife  and  difcip- 
line  a  body  of  barbarians,  in  the  caufe  of  his  King, 
his  Country,  and  the  Empire,  and  what  is  the  firft  re- 
ward which  he  receives  from  his  Majefly's  Minifters  in 
this  country  ?  The  refufal  of  that  nominal  office,  which 
would  allow  his  Conflituents  to  elect  anothei  Reprefen- 
tative  to  take  care  of  their  interefts.  Well!  be  it  fo — 
if  the  noble  Lord  choofes,  it  mud  be  fo — I  know  it, 
mud  be  acquiefced  in — but  I  have  felt  it  my  duty  to  cau- 
tion the  noble  Lord  againft  the  confequences  of  fuch 
conduct,  and  to  apprize  the  People  of  this  Country  of 
what  they  have  to  expect  from  fuch  a  Minifter,  and  his 
Adminifiraiion. 
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Right  Hon.  W.  B;  PONSONBY,  In  aaiWer  to  Mr. 
Attorney   General,    denied   that  the   acceptance  o-f  the 
Efcheatorfhip  of  Munfter  made    it  mandatory    in    the 
Houfe   to  iflue  a  hew  writ  of  election,    for  the  Houfe 
had  at  all  times  the  complete   Government  of  its  own 
privileges.     He  alfo   denied   that    the  fentiment    of  the 
county  of  Cork  was  favourable  to  an  Union,    and  affert- 
ed  on  the  contrary,  that  the  great   majority  of   property- 
was   againft  it,    that    property  he  defcribed  to   be  the 
greateft  and  moft  refpe&able  in  the  county,  without  be- 
ing enchained   by  honours  or  emoluments  to  the  will  of 
Government.     If,    as   was    fo  vauntingly  flated,  there 
was  that  "  growing  fentiment"  in  favour  of  an  Union— 
if,  as  was  afTerted  by  the  Minifter  and  his  friends  in  that 
Houfe,  and  by  the  literary  inftruments  of  Union  diflTeml- 
nated  through  the  country,   that  the  people  of  Ireland 
were  friendly  to  the    meafure  of  an  Union,  why  thea 
were  the  people  prevented  from  expreffing  their  opinions 
on  the  fubje£t  ?    No  danger  could  refult  to  the  views  of 
Government  from  fuch  expreflion,  and  would  be  infinite- 
ly ftxonger  proofs  of  their    wilhes,  and   accelerate  the 
meafure  of  Union  much  more  than  the  little  paltry  ad- 
dreflesand  advertisements,  which  were  obtained  by  fuch 
meannefs  of  artifice  and  folicitation.     As   to  what   had 
been  faid  of  the  Catholics  avoiding  to  exprefs  their  opi- 
nions on  the  fubject,   it  was  eafily  accounted  for  in  the 
general  reftraint  laid  upon  opinion  that  was  not  favoura- 
ble to  the  Union,    and  had  they  even  been  fully  at  liber- 
ty to  declare  therrtfelves,   that  they  had  not   done  fo  was 
proof  fti  ong  and  unequivocal  enough   that  they  diiliked 
the  meafurve  ;   nor  could  they,   having  a  regard  for  their 
country  and   for  their  own  interefbj    do   other  than  dif- 
like  it,  for  they  have  too  much  good  fenfe  not  to  know 
that  an  Union  would   for  ever  extinguish   their  political 
hopes.     Wkhrefpe£t  to  the  queftion  immediately  before 
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the  Hrufe,  the  electors  of  Kilmallock  had  a  right  to  be, 
reprefented,  fo  had  thofe  of  Ennifkillen  \  but  the  one 
©tight"  not  to  be  excluded  from  the  benefits  held  out  to 
the  other,  and  he  trufted  that  the  noble  Lord  would  not 
be  fo  wanting  in  refpe£r.  to  the  Houfe  and  to  himfelf,  as 
to  perfevere  in. the  fiience  which  his  friends  had  impofed 
on  him. 

Mr.  ALEXANDER  faid,  that  in  the  debate  which 
had  been  provoked  from  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  he 
faw  nothing  but  that  kind  of  frantic  and  expiring  effort 
of  men  who,  confcious  that  the  opinion  of  the  country- 
was  going  againfl  them,  wifhed  to  inflame  the.public 
mind  againft  a  meafure  which  they  felt  they  could  not 
prevent,  and  in  revenge  for  difappointed  ambition  to 
excite  a  rebellious  feeling  in  the  country. — Fie  contended 
that  the  general  opinion  was  in  favour  of  an  Union, 
and  initanced  the  Grand  -Juries  of  the  counties  of  Ty- 
rone, Down,  and  others.  He  concluded  by  fupporting 
the  ifiue.of  the  writ. 

Mr.  STEWART  (Killymoon)  would  not  have  arifen, 
he  faid,  but  for  an  obfervation  which  had  fallen  from  an 
honourable  member,  relative  to  the  county  Tyrone— 
[Mr.  Alexander  whifpered  acrofs  the  table,  that  be  had 
faid  the  Grand  Jury]— Why,  Sir,  (faid  Mr.  S.)  the 
Grand  Jury  did  not  exprefs  itfelf  on  the  fubje£t  of  an 
Union,  and  if  it  had,  I  have  no  doubt  but  it  would 
have  been  in  language  correfpondent  with  that  of  the 
count v,  which  declared  itfelf  fo  decidedly  adverfe  to  the 
projtcVof.  an  Union. — Mr.  S.  continued,  that  it  was 
not  his  intention  to  have  rifen  to  the  fubjcc\  of  debate, 
but  as  he  was  up,  he  exprefled  a  hope  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  declare  that  he  intended  to  make  no  impro- 
per vSz  of   that   prerogative  which   had  been  veiled   in 

the 


2J 

the.  Crown  for  the  purpofe  of  maintaining  the  freedom 
and  independence  of  Parliament. 

The  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHEQUER 
faid,  that  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe  was  fimply 
whether  a  writ  of  election  {hould  iffue  for  the  borough 
of  Kilmallock,  but  another  queftion  foreign  to  that 
3iad  been  introduced,  and  queftions  put  to  the  noble 
Lord  which  it  were  culpable  in  him  to  reply  to. 
■The  honourable  and  learned  Member  who  had  juft 
fat  down,  was  too  converfant  with  the  duties  of  minif- 
ierial  fituation,  not  to  know  and  feci  that  the  noble 
Lord  would  defer!  his  duty  if  he  entered,  into  explana- 
tion on  the  exercife  of  the  prerogative  :  but  the  fact 
was  that  the  prefent  debate  was  flruck  up  as  a  finale  to 
the  feflion,  and  to  aroufe  the  public  difcontents  on  a 
queftion  which  had  gone  to  deep,  and  that  gentlemen 
were  afraid  of  that  change  in  the  public  opinion  which 
was  too  evident  for  them  to  overlook™ he  would  fay  no 
more  than  to  advife  his  right  honourable  friend  to  de- 
cline anlwering  any  interrogatory,  and  to  fay  that  he 
would  vote  for  the  queftion  before  the  Houfe. 

Mr.  HARDY  fupported  the  motion.  ,  He  entered 
into  a  fhort  hiftory  of  the  origin  of  the  Place  Bill, 
and  mentioned  that  at  a  meeting  of  thofe  who  origin- 
ally framed  it,  there  was  a  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  adoption  of  thofe  nominal  offices  which  had  given 
rife  to  the  prefent  motion. — Several  Gentlemen  wished 
that  no  office  like  the  Efcheatorfhip  of  Munfter  ihould 
exift — forefeeing  (what  indeed  had  now  happened)  that 
in  this  country  it  would  be  grofsly  abufed,  but  that  his 
late  refpectable  and  much  lamented  friend,  Mr.  Forbes, 
who  was  the  parent  of  the  Bill,  thought  otberwife, 
judging  from  the  practice  of  England,  where  a  fimilar 
office,  the  Chiltern  Hundreds,  had  exiiled,  merely  for 
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the  accommodation  of  Members  who  wiflied  to  retire 
from  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  and  had  in  almoft  every 
inftance  been  given  with  impartiality  by  every  Minifter  to 
gentlemen  at  one  fide  of  the  Houfe  as  well  as  the 
other.  But  could  Mr.  Forbes  now  rife  from  his  grave, 
what  would  his  indignation  be,  to  fee  not  only  his  friends' 
predictions  too  fatally  fulfilled— but  the  very  Bill,  whofe 
objefit.  was  the  independency  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
now  converted,  fnamefully  and  fcandaloufly,  into  a  dead- 
ly instrument,  not  only  for  the  deftru&ion  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  but  the  annihilation  of  even  the  very- 
name  of  Parliament  in  Ireland. 

After  a  few  words  from  the  honourable  Mr.  Trench, 
Mr.  F.  Trench,  and  the  Attorney  General,  the  queftion 
was  put,  and  carried  without  a  divifion. 

Mr.  MASON  then  moved  a  writ  of  election  for  the 
fame  borough,  in  the  room  of  Silver  Oliver,  jun.  Efq. 
who  had  accepted  the  Efcheatbrihip  of  Munfter.  Or- 
dered accordingly. 

Colonel  M'DONEL  moved  the  iffue  of  a  writ  for 
the  county  Rofcommon,  vacated  by  the  Earl  of  Kingf- 
fron  being  called  to  the  upper  Houfe.     Ordered. 

Mr.  J.  C.  BERESFORD  arofe  again,  and  declared 
that  he  felt  uneafy  at  the  afperfion  that  refled  againft  the 
Minifter  for  his  alledged  conduct  towards  Colonel  Cole, 
and  willing  to  refcue  the  character  of  the  noble  Lord, 
and  that  of  the  Government  with  which  he  was  con- 
nected, from  imputations  under  which  the  noble  Lord 
had  been  advifed  to  remain  filent,  he  would  beg  leave 
to  move  an  humble  addrefs  to  his  Majefty,  entreating 
that  his  Majefly  would  be  pleafed  to  beftow  on  the  Hon. 
R.  Cole  a  penfion  of  iol.  as  a  mark  of  the  Royal  fa- 
vour, and  a  reward  for  his  loyal  fcrvices,  Sec. 
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The  SPEAKER  having  intimated  to  Mr.  B.  that  a 
grant  could  only  be  moved  for  in  fie  Committee  of 
Supply,  Mr.  Beresford  accordingly  moved  for  the  faid 
Committee. 

Mr.  BARRINGTON  faid,  that  he  had  oppofed  the 
Place  Bill  for  five  years,  and  even  when  it  was    brought 
in  under  the  fan£tion  of  Government,    becaufe  he  fore- 
faw   that  it   would  be   either    nugatory  or    mifchievous. 
It  was  a   Bill   profeffing  to  fecure  the    independence   of 
Parliament ;  but   in  fa£t,  by  the  inadequacy  of  its  pro- 
vifions,  placed   a  fatal  power  in  the  hands  of  the  Go- 
vernment, to  job  away  the  interefts  of  the  Nation,  and 
pervert  the  Law  of  the  land,   and  the  intention  of  the 
Legiflature.     At  the  time  that  Bill, was  paffed,   he  a&ed 
ftrongly  in    fupport  of  the  then   Government,   and  had, 
in  confiftency  with   that  fupport,  for  many  years  firmly 
oppofed    the    enactment  of  that   Bill ;    and  when  it  was 
at  length  agreed  to    by  Government,    he  continued  his 
confiftency,    by*refufing    his  aflent,    and  forefeeing   its 
confequences,     oppofed  the  meafure,    and  by  doing   fo, 
highly  difobliged   the   Government    with  which   he  was 
connected.     At  an  early  period  of  the   prefent  feflion, 
he  had  moved  for  leave  to  bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  the 
Law  which  had  given  birth  to    the    prefent  debate,   by 
the  manner  it  had  been  -ufted  upon    by  the  noble  Lord 
on  the  Treafury  Bench,  but  the  Houfe  had  not  thought, 
proper  to  fupport  him,   not  forefeeing  the  prefent  abufe 
of  the  Bill. — He  was  glad   now  that   the  Houfe  would 
fee  the  principle  on  which   he  had  a£ted,  and  would  ac- 
knowledge its  force   and  juftice.     The   prefent  motion 
he  would  fupport,    although  he  did  not  much  approve  of 
.it,  for  he  confidered  the   better  way  would   be    at   once 
boldly  and  manfully  to  come  forward  with  an  Addrefs 
to  his  Majefty,   dating  the  grievance  of  his  Commons  of 
Ireland,   and   the  attempt  of  his  Minifter  to  deftroy  the 
independence  of  Parliament,  by  the  abufe  of  the  prero- 
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native  of  the  Crown  ;  to-  ftafe  to  his- Mdefry  that-  his 
Minillers  in  Ireland,  a  Hefting  to  take  the  fain  opinion  of 
the  Nation,' were  endeavouring  to  pack  a  Parliament 
wit.h  a  criminal  intention,  and  had  denied  a  Legiflative. 
right  to  the  Nation,  which  they  had  monopolized  for 
the  Crown,  and  proved  that  they  did  not  wifh  for  the 
genuine  opinion  of  an  honeft  Parliament — that  they 
wifhed  to  carry  by  fraud  what  they  couid  not  effect  by 
conviction,  and  to  convince  the  world  thafe.no  meafure 
could  be  too  flrong  or  too  fhamelefs  which  led  to  the 
fubjugation  of  Ireland.  He  had  rather  this  meafure 
was  brought  forward  by  a  conflitutional  Addrefs  from  a 
loyal  Parliament  to  a  conflitutional  Monarch.  The 
prefent  motion  looked  fomething  like  preffing  upon  the 
Crown,  without  flating  the  caufes  of  that  preffure,  and 
calling  for  an  exercife  of  its  prerogative,  without  leav- 
ing upon  the  Journals  the  reafons  of  the  application. 
However,  as  it  feerried  the  fenfe  of  the  Houfe  to  go 
through  with  the  prefent  motion,  he  trufled  at  leafl  it 
■would  open  the  eyes  of  the  independent  Members  of 
Parliament,  to  the  vice  and  danger  by  which  they  were 
furrounded,  and  convince  the  Irifh  Nation  that  they 
mufl  fpeak  for  themfelves.  He  would  vote  for  the  mo- 
tion, if  perfifled  in  ;  but  mould  prefer  an  Addrefs  to  the 
Throne  of  our  Sovereign,  flating  our  reafons  as  well  as 
our  requefl. 

The  CHANCELLOR   OF  THE   EXCHEQUER 
arofe,  and  moved  the  queflion  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  O'DONEL  denied  that  the  queflion  which  the 
poble  Lord  had  been  defired  not  to  anfwer  was  the  quef-r 
tion  of  an  individual  of  that  Houfe-r— but  was  the  quef- 
tion  of  the  Houfe  put  in  form  of  a  motion,  an  acquief- 
cenceto  which  would  refcue  the  Minifler  from  the  impu- 
tations attaching  to  his  conduct.  If  it  was  perfifled  in 
to  get  rid  of  that  motion  by  the  indecorous  mode  of  the 
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queftion  of  adjournment,  it  would  be  fufficient  confirma- 
tion that  the  Minifter  was  perverting  the  prerogative  of 
the  Crown  for  the  purpofe  of  deftroying  the  Confuta- 
tion, and  though  he  fhould  do  it  fingiy  and  unfupported, 
he  (Mr.  O'D.)  would  at  a  future  day  move'in  that  Iloufe 
for  the  impeachment  of  the  Minifter. 

Mr.  DOBBS  faid,  that  the  do&rine  of  a  right  ho- 
nourable and  learned  Gentleman  (the  Attorney  General) 
was  extraordinary  indeed,  that  the  Houfe  mould  fpend 
its  time  in  debate,  on  whether  a  new  writ  fhould  iffue, 
and  that  yet  in  no  poffible  cafe  the  Houfe  could  exer- 
cife  its  judgment,  on  the  queftion  whether  fuch  writ 
fhould  be  allowed.  This  he  trufted  was  not  a  queftion 
necefTary  to  argue,  the  conftant  ufage  of  the  Houfe 
having  already  decided  it.  As  to  the  merits  of  the  quef- 
tion really  before  the  Houfe,  he  felt  himfelf  fettered  by 
Parliamentary  form,  but  he  ;was  at  liberty  to  fuppofe 
a  cafe. — He  was  at  liberty  to  fuppofe  it  poffible,  that  the 
Minifter  fhould  grant  the  place  of  Efcheator  to  the 
Members  of  a  Borough,  in  order  that  two  fhould  be  re- 
turned in  their  ftead,  who  fhould  vote  for  a  Legiflative 
Union,  and  that  the  purchafe  on  the  part  of  Govern- 
ment might  be  a  Peerage  to  him  who  procured  fuch 
returns.  He  was  at  liberty  to  fuppofe  it  poffible,  that 
the  fame  Minifter  refufed  to  an  honourable  Member, 
going  to  ferve  his  Country  in  a  military  capacity,  the 
opportunity  of  vacating  his  feat,  becaufe  the  confe- 
quence  would  be,  that  a  Member  would  be  returned 
that  would  vote,  as  the  Member  to  be  fent  abroad 
would  have  done,  if  he  had  remained  at  home.  Now 
if  any  fuch  cafes  were  to  arife,  he  could  not  help  avow- 
ing, that  the  queftion  of  Legiflative  Union  had  not  fair 
play.  On  that  queftion  he  had  taken  time  to  confider. 
It  was  not  an  opinion  raflily  taken  up,  and  he  was  more 
and  more  convinced  \t  would  be  differviceable  both  to 
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England  and  Ireland—and  he  here  paid  a  compliment  to 
tfee  able  fpeech  of  the  Speaker.  But  he  faid  if  the  fair 
fenfe  of  the  People  of  Ireland  was  fairly  decided  to  be 
jsWirift  him,  he  for  one  would  feel  himfelf  bound  to  fub- 
mit ;  and  he  would  then  endeavour  to  make  the  beft  of 
it.  He  begged  the  noble  Lord,  who  was  the  firft  Mt- 
iiifter  here,  and  for  whom  he  had  a  perfonal  regard,  to 
confider  well,  before  he  allowed  his  Sovereign,  or  the 
People  of  Great  Britain  to  be  deceived,  by  a  mere  vote 
of  that  Houfe  obtained  through  influence,  either  as  to 
places  in  pofleffion,  or  places  or  honours  in  expectation. 
As  to  an  honourable  Member  (Mr.  Alexander)  who  had 
alledged  the  North  of  Ireland  to  be  friendly  to  an  Union, 
be  apprehended  he  was  greatly  deceived.  He  (Mr. 
Dobbs)  krjew  a  good  deal  as  to  the  North,  and  his  con- 
viction was,  that  if  the  People  fpoke  their  fentiments, 
they  would  be  decidedly  againfl:  a  Legiilative  Union. 
That  they  were  for  the  mod  part  filent,  had  various 
caufes.  The  laws  now  exifting  were  unknown  to  times 
of  tranquillity.  The  vafl:  military  force  of  the  Country 
was  able  to  fupprefs  and  puniih  opinion.  He  did  not  fay 
the  miferable  circumftances  of  the  times  did  not  warrant 
the  laws  enacted,  and  the  force  that  was  employed:  but 
he  did  not  hefitate  to  fay,  that  till  fuch  laws  were  re- 
pealed—that till  fuch  a  force  was  rendered  unnecefla- 
ry,  it  was  a  mockery  to  talk  of  the  true  fenfe  of  the 
People  of  Ireland  on  this  great  queftion,  that  is,  as  far 
as  human  regulation  can  bind,  to  bind  them  for  ever. 
He  faid,  that  even  fuppofing  the  meafure  a  falutary  one, 
it  ought  to  be  allowed  to  work  its  own  way  ;  but  to 
urge  it,  before  it  was  received  by  general  opinion,  was, 
in  his  mind,  fo  far  from  fecuring  the  connection  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  of  a  total  contrary  tendency. 
Before  he  fat  down,  he  called  again  on  thofe,  who  like 
him  were  againfl  this  Legiflativc  Union,  ftrioufly  to  con- 
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fider  how  they  flood  circumftanced,  and  not  to  let  thfr 
Minifter  of  England  outbid  them,  in  the  purchafe  of  the 
fentiments  of  their  own  People.  He  called  upon  them 
again  to  confider  all  that  could  be  given  with  fafety  to 
the  wifhes  of  our  own  People  of  every  defcription;  and 
he  added,  that  he  would  again,  in  the  next  feflion, 
move  his  five  propofitions  for  tranquillizing  Ireland. 

Mr.  GEORGE  PONSONBY.— Then  Sir,  I  am  to 
underftand  the  noble  Lord  this  Houfe  is  to  adjourn,  be 
it  fo,  let  the  Houfe  adjourn,  let  the  noble  Lord  depart 
from  this  Houfe  at  the  head  of  his  miferable  majority, 
but  let  his  character  go  along  with  him,  let  it  ftalk  by 
his  fide,  let  it  cling  to  him,  let  it  be  underftood  by 
this  Houfe  and  by  the  Country,  that  all  the  nobje  Lord's 
profeflions  were  hollow  and  hypocritical,  the  canting 
of  a  mountebank,  Swift  (in  his  enumerations  of  the 
qualities  requifite  for  a  great  Statefman)  fays,  that  the 
firfl:  and  raoft  neceffary  is,  that  his  words  fhould  be  ap- 
plied to  every  thing  but  the  indication  of  his  mind, 
however  deficient  the  noble  Lord  may  be  in  every  other 
qualification  of  a  great  Statefman,  he  has  certainly  been 
mod  largely  gifted  with  this.  Let  the  Houfe  adjourn, 
but  let  it  be  understood  by  this  Houfe  and  by  the  coun- 
try, that  notwithstanding  the  folemn  declaration  of  the 
noble  Lord  in  this  Houfe,  that  the  meafure  of  a  Union 
(though  confidered  by  him  as  neceffary  to  the  profpe~ 
perity  of  this  country,)  fhould  not  be  urged  without 
their  free  uninfluenced  confent,  the  noble  Lord  has  had 
recourfe  to  the  meanefl:  and  bafeft  efforts,  in  direct 
contradiction  to  thofe  profeflions.  Let  the  Houfe  ad- 
journ, but  let  it  be  remembered  that  thofe  powers  which 
have  been  entruftecl  to  the  noble  Lord  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  privileges  and  independence  of  Parliament, 
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fiave  been  perverted  by  him  to  the  bafe  and  fraudulent 
purpofe  of  packing  that  Parliament  like  a  Grand  Jury. 
Let  the  Houfe  adjourn,  but  let  it  be  remembered  that 
the  noble  Lord  is  at  the  head  of  a  great  army,  let  it 
be  underflood  that  the  object  of  the  noble  Lord  is  to 
pack  the  Parliament  for  the  purpofe  of  carrying  a  vote 
in  favour  of  his  meafure,  and  to  enforce  the  vote  of 
that  packed  parliament  by  that  army.  Let  the  Houfe 
adjourn,  but  let  the  character  of  the  noble  Lord  be 
fully  underflood,  let  it  '(tick  to  him,  let  it  be  known 
that  he  is  fair  in  profeffion,  but  foul  in  practice  ;  let 
his  character  go  to  the  people,  let  it  be  underflood  that 
after  his  faying1  that  no  further  fteps  mould  be  taken  in 
this  meafure  until  this  Houfe  and  the  country  mould 
have  changed  their  minds,  he  has  abufed  the  power6 
of  the  Crown  to  fupport  him  in  that  very  conduct 
againfl  which  he  flands  fo  folemnly  pledged.  Let  the 
Houfe  adjourn — I  am  indifferent  as  to  the  fate  of  this, 
queflion,  the  character  of  the  noble  Lord  and  of  the 
Government  will  go  forth  in  their  proper  colours,  let 
them  perfifl  in  their  fyflem  of  fraud  and  corruption, 
it  will  avail  them  nothing  when  it  is  (as  now  it  murt 
be)  perfectly  underflood,  it  will  only  confirm  the  Op- 
pofition  of  this  Houfe  and  of  the  country  to  a  mea- 
fure the  iniquity  of  which  is  fufficiently  characte- 
r'ifed  by  the  infamous  means  refoi  ted  to  for  its  accom- 
plifhment. 

Mr.  MCCLELLAND  fald,  that  he  would  feel  un- 
worthy the  feat  which  he  held  in  that  Houfe,  if  he  tame- 
ly fubmitted  to  hear  fuch  an  abominable  fpeech  as  that 
which  had  been  juft  uttered. — He  called  the  recollection 
of  the  Hpufe  to  the  fituation  in  which  the  country  then 
flood,  with  a  foreign  foe  threatening  invafion,  and  per- 
haps 
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fiaps  that  moment  on  the  coafls,  [a  laugh]-^-He  would 
repeat,  that  the  fituation  of  the  country  was  fuch  as  to 
render  it  unjuftifiable  in  any*  man  to  urge  the  accufations 
againft  the  Executive  Power,  which  had  been  urged— 
and  he  contended  that  at  fuch  a  moment  no  loyal  mart 
would  tell  the  people  that  the  Government  was  confpir- 
ing  the^deftru&ion  of  the  constitutional  liberties — -[a  cry 
of  hear!  from  the  Oppofition  fide  of  the  Houfe.]  Let 
them  hear — I  beg  they  may,  faid  Mr.  McClelland — and  I 
call  the  recollection  of  Gentlemen  to  the  very  different 
conduct  of  this  Houfe  in  the  laft  felllon,  when  rebellion 
exifted  in  the  country,  and  the  foe  were  at  our  gates — « 
when  every  man  expreffed  with  one  common  voice, 
"  though  our  opinions  may  differ  in  fonie  refpe&s,  let 
us  all  agree  in  this  moment  of  peril  in  fupporting  the 
Government.'''  Was  the  prefent  difcufiion  forced  by 
Government?  No!  but  it  originated  with  the  other 
fide,  and  at  a  moment  of  all  others  the  mod  dangerous 
to  agitate  the  public  mind — »a  moment  in  which  no  loyal 
man  could  liften  with  patience  to  any  member  pourtray- 
ing  the  Government  of  the  country  in  fuch  odious  terms. 
Good  God!  exclaimed  Mr.  M'Cleliand,  is  the  fpirit  of 
loyalty  fled  from  this  Houfe,  that  we  hear  fuch  language 
ufed  in  it  ?  I  would  recommend  to  the  honourable  and 
learned  Member  a  little  confiftency— '-and  that  he  would 
on  the  prefent  occafion  adopt  that  neutrality  which  he 
pra£tifed,  when  the  country  Was  involved  in  the  perils 
of  laft  fummer— let  him  not  come  to  this  Houfe  for 
the  purpofe  of  making  fpeeches  calumniating  Govern- 
ment, and  calculated  to  excite  a  fpirit  of  rebellion  in 
the  country.  Sir,  I  have  rifen  to  exprefs  my  mod  in- 
dignant difapprobation  of  the  fpeech  of  the  honourable 
Member — and  in  doing  fo,  I  truft  I  do  but  exprefs  the 
difapprobation  of  the  majority  of  this  Houfe,   and  I  do 
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trufl  we   mall   hear   no    more    fuch   fpeeches    in  i  this 
Houfe. 

Colonel  M.  BERESFORD  expreffed  himfelf  in  very 
warm  terms  of  difapprobation  of  fuch  language  as 
Gentlemen  at  both  fides  of  the  Ploufe  were  in  the  habit 
of.  indulging  in. 

Mr.  MARTIN.— We  are  ailed  if  the  condu&  of 
Lord  CornwalJis's  Government  can  be  juftified  —  and 
if  the  nation  will  not  judge  in  this  inflance  of  the  con- 
fidence due  to'  his  administration?  I  will  anfwer  for 
the  nation,  and  fay,  they  cannot  be,  guilty  of  fuch 
folly  and  ingratitude.  But  be  it  fo — fay  that  this  in- 
flance /'/  to  determine,  and  I  affert,  and  I  will  prove, 
that  no  fhadow  of  blame  can  attach  on  Government. 
.Is  the  office  of  Efcheatcr  an  office  of  profit  or  not  ?  It 
is  an  office  of  profit  or  it  could  not  vacate  the  feat  of 
him  who  accepts  it — and  if  an  office  of  profit,  it  is  in 
the  abfolute  unqueflioned  gift  of  the  Crown — and  we 
have  as  good  a  right  to  afk,  why  remove  from  office 
the  late  Chancellor  of  the  Exchequer,  as  we  have 
now  to  enquire  why  not  grant  by  patent  the  employ- 
ment in  queftion  to  the  honourable  Colonel  ?  This 
quettion  cannot  be  debated  until  this  Houfe  undertakes 
to  administer  the  duties  and  prerogatives  of  the  Crown. 
It  was  never  wife  or  juft  in  this  Houfe  to  trench  on 
the  acknowledged  rights  of  our  King,  but  it  would  be 
ruin  to  difpute  now  with  that  power  which  preferves 
to  us  in  a  moment  of  general  diftraction,  life,  liberty, 
and  property.  To  refufe  to  grant  this  office  of  profit 
is  the  right  of  the  Crown,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
guardians  of  that  righfcto  do  it  without  explanation.  I 
will  tell  the  honourable  gentleman  that  a  liberal  and 
candid  nature  would  fee  nothing  to  which  to  object,  ot- 
to 
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to  term  unfair.  Were  it  parliamentary  I  could  cite 
many  inftances  where  perfons  have  been  enabled  to  va- 
cate feats  through  the  medium  of  this  office,  and  to 
have  perfons  unfriendly  to  the  Union  returned  in  their 
ftead.  This  no  man  can  deny — and  I  afk  if  it  can  be 
controverted  ?-  It  is  not — it  cannot.  I  conclude,  then, 
there  mud  be,  if  the  prefent  cafe  exift,  fome  particu- 
lar motive  mora  than  a  general  idea  that  the  perfon  is 
not  friendly  to  the  meafure.  Suppofe  the  gentleman  to 
be  returned  in  the  ftead  of  him  who  vacates,  to  have 
fo  far,  previous  to  all  difcuffion,  pledged  himfelf  againft 
a  meafure  that  it  was  impoffible  for  him  at  the  time  to 
underftand,  and  thereby  to  deprive  himfelf  of  being 
a  free  agent  on  the  greateft  fubje$:  that  was  ever  brought 
under  confideration,  will  any  man  fay  the  Minis- 
ters of  the  Crown  have  not  a  difcretionary  power  ? 
and  if  they  have,  would  not  fuch  a  cafe  be  the  fittefl: 
for  them  to  exert  that  difcretion  by  refufing  to  grant 
the  office  in  queftion  ?  Were  it  compatible  with  the 
noble  Lord's  duty,  he  would,  perhaps,  declare  that 
cafe  to  exift  now.  Let  the  nation  decide  on  this  mea- 
fure, and  the  Adminiftration,  and  I  fear  not  the  refult 
for  that  nobleman  whofe  virtues  and  talents  I  revere. 
But  the  country  will  not  felect  one  trivial  inftance  to 
praife  where  they  can  choofe  from  many.  Is  it  not  by 
his  wifdom,  more  than  by  his  arms,  that  the  rebellion 
has  been  put  down  ?  Has  not  the  expectation  of  his 
clemency  done,  as  much  to  preferve  Ireland,  as  the  ter- 
ror of  his  power  ?  I  fay,  Mr.  Speaker,  had  he  liftened 
to  intemperate,  bigoted  councils,  and  counfellors,  that 
when  the  French  landed  at  Killala,  the  rebellion  would 
rage  in  every  county  as  much  as  it  did  in  Wexford  at 
the  battle  of  New-Rofs,  by  his  mercv  he  conquered  the 
rebels,  for  he  '  Separated  from  them  thofe  who  were 
forced  by  terror,  or  even  thofe  who  were  deluded. 
E  2  But 
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Bat  his  Excellency  boafts  a  better  conqueff,  and  it  Is 
one  over  himfelf,  over  his  own  nature,  when  his  duty 
forbid  him  to  fpare  thofe  who  by  irreclaimable  wicked- 
nefs  became  the  proper  objects  of  punifhment,  and 
where  real  obje&s  of  punifhment  have  been  found,  I 
defy  the  calumniators  of  his  adminiftration  not  to  allow- 
that  his  Excellency  confidered  with  a  mild  firmnefs  what 
was  due  to  jujrice  as  well  as  to  humanity. 

I  know,  Mr.  Speaker,  there  are  three  or  four  indivi- 
duals who  blame  what  almoft  as  many  millions  approve. 
The  Marquis  Cornwallis  did  not  fubmit  to  be  the  pli- 
ant, docile,  pupil  of  thofe  who  ufed  to  command  when 
it  was  their  duty  to  obey,  but  without  fuch  affift- 
ance,  and  in  defiance  even  of  their  machinations,  he 
has  faved  Ireland.  That  he  has-  faved  Ireland,  witnefs 
the  confidence  of  a  difciplined  army — witnefs  the  con- 
fidence which  the  country  has  in  them,  and  which  both 
have  in  the  name  of  Cornwallis. — That  he  has  faved 
Ireland,  witnefs  again  the  repofe  of  every  part  of  the 
ifland,  with  an  enemy  hovering  on  our  coaft,  and  known 
to  be  deflined  for  that  purpofe.  Why  do  we  not  hear 
of  a  rebel  army  aflembling  ?  For  this  reafon — that  no 
country  was  ever  in  a  better  ftate  of  preparation — fo 
much  fo,  that  the  wifh  of  every  loyal  man  now  is  to 
fee  the  enemy  land,  that  we  may  fee  him  perifh,  or 
exifl  only  in  a  ftate  of  captivity.  Did  his  Excellency 
accomplifh  this  by  confulting  any  of  the  great  Parlia- 
mentary undertakers — -no,  Sir,  he  was  enabled  only  to 
accomplifh  it  by  feparating  from  them,  from  that  fac- 
tion who  expelled  one  Commander  in  Chief,  and  ob- 
liged the  then  Lord  Lieutenant  to  apply  for  his  recall. 
Thofe  are  the  a£ts,  Mr.  Speaker,  on  which  the  public 
will  decide  the  merits  of  his  Excellency's  Adminiftra- 
tion, 
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tion,  and  not  on  hearing  to  whom  the  office  of  Efchea- 
tor  has  been  granted  or  refufed. 

My  honourable  friend  feems  to  fuppofe  that  I  would 
undertake  to  prove  individual  corruption  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe.  This  I  did  not  after  t,  but  I  declared, 
that  there  was  an  intereft  attributable  to  them  as  a 
body,  and  this  I  re-affert — whether  in  obedience  to  this 
intereft  they  rendered  their  votes,  .1  don't  pretend  to 
determine — that  fuch  an  intereft  exifted  I  will  prove  ; 
firft,  as  to  the  county  Members:  it  was  reported  that 
one  only  was  to  fit  in  the  Union  Parliament  for  each 
county — now  on  this  calculation,  half  the  county  Mem- 
bers muft  oppofe  the  meafure,  if  to  fit  in  Parliament 
be  an  objecT:  worth  their  attention — but  if  the  half  re- 
maining, who  might  have  the  intereft,  many  of  them 
might  be  induced,  contrary  to  their  opinion,  to  vote 
againft  the  Union,  from  this  confideration,  that  if  they 
voted  for  the  Union,  and  by  that  vote  excluded  their 
colleague — that  fuch  colleague,  though  inferior  himfelf 
in  intereft,  might  join  fome  other  party  in  the  county 
or  counties,  fo  as  to  exclude  thofe  who  voted  for  the 
Legiflative  Union.  Now  this  kind  of  realbning  applies 
to  the  whole  Houfe  of  Commons — fuppofing  the  num- 
ber returned -to  be  ioo,  and  that  200  are  excluded,  fo 
that  20.0,  out  of  300,  are  interefted  to  vote  againft  the 
Union.  Whether  thofe  Gentlemen  who  voted  againft 
the  meafure,  voted  from  the  preffure  of  this  intereft, 
is  not  decorous  to  aflert.  I,  however,  cannot  find  it 
eafy  to  difcover  a  better  or  more  cogent  reafon  for  the 
very  violent  oppofition  that  has  been  given  to  a  mea- 
fure calculated  to  promote  the  general  weal  and  intereft 
©f  the  Irifh  nation. 
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Mr.  J.  C.  BERESFORD  faid,  that  he  did  not  expcft 
his  motion  would  have  been  got  rid  of  by  the  unceremo- 
nious queftion  of  adjournment,    moved,    he   would  fay, 
a-lmoft    uncivilly,   for  not  a  fingle    word   was  offered  in 
explanation.     He  faid  it  was    not  a  light  matter  that   a 
bill  <paffed  for  the  purpofe  of  fecuring  the  independence 
of  Parliament,  mould  be  a&ed  upon  fo  as  to  produce  a 
contrary  efftcl — and  if  acls  of  Parliament  were  to  be  fo 
perverted  with  impunity,   its  liberties  were  gone,  and  it 
was  of  little  moment  whether  there  was  an  Union  or  not. 
If,  however,  the  queftion  of  adjournment   was  carried, 
it  mould  not. prevent  him  from  perfevering  in  his  motion, 
and  he  would  again  bring  it  forward  on  the  ifl  of  June, 
and  again  and  again,  in  order  to  preferve  the  liberties  of 
Parliament,  and  of  the  Country.     It  was  the  fafhion  in 
that  Houfe  to  talk  of  French  invafion,  and  oppofe  that 
bugbear  to  the   arguments  of  reafon,  and  of  truth  '\——- 
but  if  the  French  were  off  the  coafts,  he  thanked  God, 
there  was  fpirit  enough  in  the  country  to  refift  them — 
[Hear!    hear !] — and  if  rebellion  were  again  to  raife   its 
head,  he  thanked  God,  there  was   fpirit  enough   in  the 
country   to  fupprefs  it  [hear!  hear!] — But  if  rebellion 
were  again  to  revive,  it  would  be  by  the  Members  of 
that  Houfe  remaining  infenfible  to  fuch  an  abufe  as  then 
occupied   the    attention  of  the   Houfe.     Then,  indeed, 
2"ebellion  would  approach  in  its  mod  formidable  fhape-*— 
for  the  confcioufnefs  of  having  affifted  to  promote   it, 
would  unnerve  the  arm  of  any  mart  in  that  Houfe  who 
Should  fo  grofsiy  neglect  his  duty  as  to  pafs  over  the  con- 
duel  of  the    noble  Lord  in  filence.     As   to  the  threats 
of  invafion,  he  had  not  patience  to  hear  the  freedom  of 
debate  attempted  to  be   put  down  by  fuch  contemptible 
pretexts.     An  honourable  Member   had  entered  into  a 
calculation  of  the  interefts  fwa.ying  the  Members   who 
voted  againfl  an  Union.     It  was  troe,  they  did  feel  an 
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interefl  influencing  their  conduct,  but  it  was  that  which 
identified  them  with  their  conflituents— -■that  interefl 
which  was  excited  by  every  thing  dear  and  honour- 
able to  public  and  private  character— that  intereft 
which  attached  the  Constituent  and  the  Reprefentative 
to  each  other  by  a  fympathy  of  honeft  feeling — a  feel- 
ing which  he  trufted  would  ever  warm  the  breads  of 
honeft  Irifhmen.  [Mr.  B.  concluded  amid  a  cry  of  hear ! 
hear  !] 

Rt.  Hon.  LODGE  MORRIS  ftrongly  cenfured  the 
irrelevant  difcuffion  which  had  been  introduced,  and  par- 
ticularly the  affertion  which  he  faid  had  been  made9 
that  Lord  Cornwallis  was  at  the  head  of  160,000  armed 
men  for  the  purpofe  of  enflaving  the  Parliament  and  peo- 
ple of  Ireland  ;  [a  cry  of  No!  No!  from  the  Oppo- 
fition  Benches]  he  continued  that  to  his  conception  the 
affertion  had  been  made,  but,  however,  he  would  be 
happy. to  find  himfelf  miftaken,  and  if  the  honour- 
able and  learned  Member  [Mr.  G.  P.]  had  not  made  ufc 
of  the  expreffions,  he  had  then  an  opportunity  of  dif- 
avowing  them.  Mr.  Morres  then  fat  down,  and  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe  remaining  filent,  he  again 
arofe,  and  faid,  that  as  no  difavowal  had  been  made 
of  the  words  he  had  mentioned,  he  was,  of  courfe, 
only  confirmed  in  the  opinion  that  they  had  been  fpokera 
•—[Another  cry  of  No !  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
Houfe.]  Mr.  Morres  fpoke  further,  but  in  fo  low  a  tone 
of  voice  that  we  were  not  able  to  collect  what  he 
faid. 

Mr.  PLUNKETT.— Sir,  I  (hall  not  long  trefpafs  on 
your  attention,  as  much  of  what  had  occurred  to  me, 
has  been  already  urged  with  manlinefs  and  eloquence 
by  the  honourable  member  who  fits  near  me.  But  I 
muft  beg  leave  to  obferve  on  what  has  fallen  from  my 
honourable  friend  on  the  other  fide  [Mr.  Martin]   with 
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of  thofe  who  have  rejected  the  propofal  of  Union — Sir^ 
what  I  originally  ftated  was,  that  no  man  who  oppofed 
that  meafure  was  acted  on  by  motives  of  individual 
intereft ;  but  fo  far  as  the  interefts  of  the  individual  are 
wound  up  in  and  identified  with  thofe  of  the  country, 
I  mud  admit  with  the  honourable  Member  that  every 
Member  of  the  State  is  deeply  pledged  in  intereft  againft 
a  Legislative  Union, — You,  Sir,  had  already  proved 
that  the  profperity  of  the  People  of  Ireland  muft  be 
blighted  by  the  meafure,  and  the  honourable  Member 
Las  now  completed  the  demonstration,  by  mewing  that 
it  would  be  equally  ruinous  to  the  Parliament.  The 
honourable  Gentleman  has  (hewn  that  every  Member 
of  this  Heufe  is  as  fuch  interested  againft  the  meafure, 
with  him  I  call  on  every  Member  of  this  Houfe  to  join 
in  its  reprobation. — He  has  (hewn  that  every  man  of 
rank  or  confequence  in  the  country  muft  Shrink  into 
infignificance  if  the  meafure  mould  be  adopted ;  with 
him  I  call  on  every  man  of1  rank  or  confequence  to  join 
in  its  reprobation. — He  has  Shewn  that  there  is  no 
man  in  Ireland  poSTeSTed  of  £300  per  annum,  who  mufl: 
not  find  the  baneful  effects  of  the  meafure;  with  him 
I  call  on  every  man  of  that  defcription  to  join  in  its 
reprobation,  and  now  Sir,  I  truft  that  after  you  have 
by  arguments  unanfwered  and  unanfwerable,  convinced 
every  thinking  mind  of  what  the  interefts  of  the  na- 
tion demand,  and  after  the  honourable  member  has 
Satisfactorily  proved  what  the  interefts  of  the  Parlia- 
ment, and  of  the  rank  and  of  the  property  of  the 
country  demand,  that  no  voice  will  be  heard  in  favour 
of  this  execrable  fcheme,  but  that,  covered  with  the 
deteftation  of  Parliament  and  of  People,  it  will  be  dif- 
mifTed  for  ever.  Sir,  an  honourable  Gentleman  who 
fpoke  from  a  back  bench  (Mr.  M'Clelland)  announced 
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in  Form  to  the  Houfe,  that  he  was  carried  away  by  a 
florm  of  indignation  at  what  had  fallen  from  my  ho- 
nourable  Friend  befide   me  (Mr.  G.  Ponfonby,)  Sir,  t 
really   was  much   alarmed  when   the   honourable   and 
learned  Gentleman  avowed  the  extent  of  his  ire,  he  had 
arrayed  himfelf  in  fuch  terrors  that  I  really  apprehend- 
ed he  would  have  been  hurried  beyond  all  bounds  of 
moderation,  and  that  the  temped  of  his  pafiion  might 
have  whirled  him  into  fome  fatal  indifcretion ;    I  own, 
Sir,  I  Was  much  relieved  by  finding  that  the   honour- 
able and  learned  Gentleman's  indignation  had  confumed 
itfelf  in  his   exordium,  and   that  in  the  courfe  of  his 
©bfervations  he  had  recovered   filch  a  degree  of  pru- 
dence  and  tamenefs,  not    to   call  it  flatnefs,  that   the 
only  apprehenfion  to  be  entertained,  was  left  the  minif- 
ter  mould  feel  nO  great  degree  of  gratitude  for  his  exer- 
tions.    The  learned  and  honourable  Gentleman  was  fo 
indignant   "  that  he  actually  disapproved  of  what  had 
fallen  from  the  honourable  Member  on  this  fide  ;"  "  he 
was  fo  tranfported  by  wrath  that  he  really  did  not  ap- 
prove of  fuch  language  as  he  had  heard,"     What  faid 
the  learned  Gentleman  ?  when  the  French  fleet  is  off  our 
coafts,   when  a   rebellion   is  raging  in   our  country,  are 
we   to   be  told  that  the  Government  of  the  country  is 
a&ing  a  difhoneffc  part  ?  are    we  to   be  told  that  they 
hold  out  fair  pretences,  3nd  are  guilty  of  foul  practices  ? 
are  we  to  be  told  that  they  are  proceeding  to  carry  the 
queftion  of  Union  by  force  or  frgud  ?     Is  it  not  to  be 
lamented,  Sir,  that  the  anger  which  is  fo  much  alive  at 
the  bare  mention  of  thofe  enormities,  mould  be  fo  to- 
tally unmoved  at  the  perpetration  of  them.     I   too  can 
feel  indignation,  I  can  fpy,  what,  when  the  fleets  of  the 
enemy  are  invading  your  coafts,  and  a  rebellion^ging 
fn  your   country,   fhall  the  loyal  men  of  Ireland  be  m- 
fuked  by  hollow  pretences  and  wicked  deeds  ?  mall  they 
G  be 
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be  told  that  their  liberties  are  to  be  taken  from  them 
by  force  or  fraud  ?  fhall  they  fee  that  the  benches  of 
Parliament  are  to  be  fhut  againfl  their  friends,  and  to 
be  filled  by  anunconflitutional  exercife  of  the  prerogative" 
to  procure  the  femblance  of  a  majority  ?  mail  they  be 
outraged  by  a  fyflem  of  conduct  which  ceafes  to  be 
fcandalous  hvpocrify  only  in  fo  much  as  it  becomes 
barefaced  effrontery.  I  too  can  be  indignant,  but  I 
own  my  indignation  flames  not  againfl  the  honefl  man 
ivho  reprobates  their  crimes,  but  againfl  the  wicked 
Minifler  who  commits  them.  What  is  the  r'eafon,  fays 
the  learned  Member,  that  we  have  not  now  the  fame 
zeal  and  unanimity  which  difplayed  itfelf  lafl  year, 
when  invafion  was  threatened  and  rebellion  reared  its 
crefl?  Let  him  afk  the  noble  Lord — let  him  afk  why- 
has  this  frantic  and  wicked  fcheme  been  hatched  ?  I  will 
tell  the  learned  Member  why  there  is  not  the  fame  zeal 
—it  is  becaufe  the  warm  blood  of  loyalty  has  been 
frozen  by  this  project  of  an  Union — it  is  becaufe  the 
honefl  arms  that  were  raifed  in  defence  of  the  flate 
have  been  paralyfed  by  this  project  of  an  Union — it 
is  becaufe  the  Government  of  the  country  have  had  re- 
courfe  to  meafures  and  to  means  which  can  leave  room 
for  no  other  fentiment  than  contempt  and  deteflation  in 
every  honefl  breafl.  Sir,  I  trufl  that  in  fpite  of  this, 
there  it  flill  a  paramount  loyalty  and  patriotifm  in  the 
country,  which  will  rife  fuperior  to  the  efforts  of  the 
Minifler,  and  which  will  boldly  exert  itfelf  againfl  the 
Invader  or  the  Rebel ;  but  certainly  the  noble  Lord  can- 
not take  any  blame  to  himfelf,  if  that  fentiment  does  re- 
main unfubdued — no  effort  on  his  part  has  been  fpared 
for  its  extinction.  Sir,  I  confefs  I  did  at  one  time  re- 
joice in  the  appointment  of  the  noble  Lord  to  the  Ad- 
miniflration  of  this  Country.  When  I  perceived  that 
wicked  and  dcilructive  meafures  were  "in  agitation,  I  re- 
joiced 
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joiced  that  an  impotent  and  incapable  inftrument  was  fe- 
le&ed  for  their  execution;  but  I  have  ceafed  to  enter- 
tain that  feeling,  becaufe  though  I  am  as  well  convinced 
as  of  my  exiftence,  that  he  never  can  accpmpliih  his, 
nieafure,  I  fee  by  woful  experience  that  he  may  do  infi- 
nite niifchief  in  attempting  it.  Sir,  there  are  nb  talents 
too  mean — there  are  no  powers  too  low,  for  the  accom- 
plish nnt  of  mifchief — It  is  the  condition  of  our  na- 
ture-—it  is  part  of  the  myiterious  and  infcrutable  difpen- 
fatr'n  of  Providence,  that  talent,  and  virtue,  and  wif- 
doi a?  are  neceffary  for  the  achievement  of  great  good  ; 
bur  there  is  no  capacity  fo  vile  or  fo  wretched,  as  not  to 
be  adequate  -to  the  perpetration  of  evil- — I  do  therefore 
oli'pe  more  caption  the  noble  Lord  how  he  precipitates 
this  country  into  a  fituation  from  which  power  and  wif- 
rforri,  and  virtue  may  in  vain  endeavour  to  refcue  it. 
I  caution  him  not  to  commit  the  two  countries,  by  milr 
reprefenting  to  the  Government  of  England  the  real 
fituation  of  the  People  of  Ireland.  We  all  remember 
with  what  pomp  and  fvvagger  this  fatal  meafure  was  fiift 
Introduced — the  People  were  for  it — -an  overgrown  ma- 
jority in  Parliament  were  for  it.  We  all  know  that 
thefe  were  illusions  and  deceptions.  The  fame  trade  of 
abfurd  boafting  is  now  carrying  on — We  hear  it  faid  that 
the  majority  in  Parliament  has  changed  its  mind.  I 
mould  have  a  curioflty  to  hear  the  voice  of  any  one  man 
of  that  majority  who  has  changed  his  mind.  The  fa£fc 
is  not  fo.  It  is  faid  the  People  have  changed  their 
ininds.  Where  do  you  find  that  change  ?  Will  you 
take  the  fenfe  of  that  People  ?  The  fa£t  is  not  fo,  ana1 
you  know  it.  You  dare  not  make  the  experiment. 
Sir,  there  are,  difhoneft  practices,  a-nd  if -pet  fevered  in, 
inuft  end  in  fatal  mifchief — I  do  therefore  ufe  this  lad 
opportunity  which  the  prefent  feffion  may  afford,  to 
caution  the  noble  Lord  againfr  committing  the  two  coun- 
tries by  fuch  delufions — the  confequence  mud  reft  upon 

G  2  his 


46 

his  head,  and  poor  indeed  will  be  the  atonement,  which 
fuch  a  head  can  make  for  the  mifchiefs  which  fuch  a 
head  can  cccafion  ! 

Sir  B.  ROCHE  arofe,  he  faid,  becaufe  he  could  not 
jlit  filent  and  hear  fuch  language  ufed  in  that  Houfe— 
language  which  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  hearing 
Jince  the  year  1783,  and  to  which  all  the  evils  of  this 
unhappy  country  were  owing — language  only  calculated 
to  produce  anarchy  and  confufion  throughout  the  land. 
On  the  fubjeft  of  an  Union,  fince  it  had  been  intro- 
duced into  the  debate,  he  would  beg  leave  to  fay  one 
word — -he  confidered  it  to  be  the  only  radical  and  lad- 
ing remedy  for  the  evils  under  whiqh  the  country  la- 
bours, and  upon  his  honour,  he  averred,  that  for  up- 
ward of  twenty  years  that  he  had  had  the  honour  of  a 
feat  in  that  Houfe,  he  had  been  confidering  that  things 
could  not  go  on  as  they  were,  and  whatever  clamour 
ipight  be  raifed  by  interefted  men,  againft  a  Legiflative 
Union,  he  would  venture  to  prophefy,  that  the  coun- 
try would  arrive  at  that  (late,  that  when  the  Day  of  af- 
fliction and  Judgment  would  come,  the  People  of  Ire- 
land would  call  out  and  implore  for  an  Union. 

Mr.  BARRINGTON.— I  am  happy,  Sir,  to  coin- 
cide with  the  honourable  Baronet — I  agree  entirely  with 
him  that  the  Pay  of  Judgment  is  a  time  peculiarly 
adapted  to  the  difcufiion  of  a  Union. 

Sir  Boyle  Roche  interrupted,  and  was  (lopped  by  the 
Speaker. 

Mr.  BARRINGTON— The  honourable  Bart,  was 
perfectly  right,  that  on  that  day  the  eyes  of  the  Nation 
would  be  open  to  the  merits  of  a  Union. 

§ir  BOYLE— Mr.  Speaker,  I  will  clear  myfelf ! 

Mr.  BARRINGTON— Sir,  on   the   day  which  the 

honourable  Baronet  has  mentioned  for  the  difcufiion  of  a 

Union,  we  (hall  certainly  have  had  great  experience  as 

to   our   political   connexion— -and    if  the   Honourable 

Baronet  will  then  take  the  trouble  of  offering  his  fenti- 
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irents  on  the  fabjecV  I  dare  fay  he  will"  find  us  all  of  one 
way  of  thinking  as  to  the  expediency  of  then  and  there 
difcufling  the  queftion,    when  the  lofs   of  our  corporeal 
appurtenances  may  fo  ftrongly  fharpen   our  intellects  as 
to  (hew  us  the  many  advantages  to  be  derived   from  that 
meafure,  but  which  to  our    prefent  over-loaded  mortal 
capacity,   are  altogether  invifible.     Therefore  I  do  cer- 
tainly approve  of  the  Day    of  Judgment,  as  propofed 
by  the  noble  Bart,   for  its  difcuflion — and  none  of  us, 
I  believe,  will  then  feel  any  ftrong  inclination   or  capa- 
city to  oppofe  our  Government.     An  honourable  Gen- 
tleman has  told  the  Houfe,  and  I  am  fure  he  could  have 
no  doubt  of  gaining  credit   to  his  alTcrtion,   that  he  can 
find  his  way  to  the  Caftle — I  feel  fully  fatisfied   that  he 
does  find  his  way  to  the   Caftle,    and   fees   clearly  when 
he  gets   there — aye,  and  diftinguifhes  intereil  from  no- 
interefl:  as    well    as  any  gentleman  at    his   fide  of  the 
Houfe.     The  honourable  Gentleman,    Sir,  talks  of  fa- 
crificing  Parliamentary  fituation — it  would  be  well  for  his 
conftituents  he  never  had  an  opportunity  of  making  a 
facrifice  which  marks  them  as  the  victims.     He  talks  of 
refigning  the  hopes  which  that  fituation  infpires — he  beft 
knows  whether  he  has  a  Parliamentary  hope  remaining 
unaccomplished.     The  Houfe,  Sir,  as  I  do,  muft  admire 
the  honourable  Gentleman's  difintereftednefs  and  patriot- 
ifm,   and,  indeed,  believe  it   almoft  incredible  !     The 
facrifices  he  talks  of  making,  are    certainly  fuitable  to 
the  honourable  Gentleman's  public  fpirit  and  love  of  his 
Country,  and  in  following  fo  good  an  example,    I  trull 
I  will  be  excufed  for   telling  the  Houfe   the  facrifices  I 
have   made — I,    Sir,    will   not   talk  of    Parliamentary 
power,  and  Parliamentary  hopes ;    perhaps  my  confti- 
tuents might  not  be  altogether  of  opinion  that  thefe  are 
the  fit  objects  of  I^eprefentative  duty  and  fervice.     Sir,  I 
have  facrificed  my  profeflional  promotion— I  have  facri- 
ficed  the  great  object  of  my  life  and  labours,  to  preferve 

my  confeience  and  my  character — I  have  relinquished  the 
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moll  dear  and  refpe&ed  connexions  and  friend Chips,  or 
rather  they  have  relinquished  me,  becaufe  I  would  not 
transfer  my  regard  for  their  private  worth  to  their  pub- 
lic conduct.  I,  Sir,  have  feparated  myfelffrom  a  Go- 
vernment I  have  fupported  for  years,  becaufe  I  could  no 
longer  aft  with  them,  without  acting  againft  my  Coun- 
try; and  when  the  meafures  of  that.  Government  be- 
came hoftile  to  the  independence  of  my  pative  land,  I 
embraced  that  line  of  conduct  which  nature,  reafon, 
duty,  and  virtue  pointed  out — I  left  the  Adminiftration, 
and  clung  to  my  Country. — Thefe,  Sir,  were  the  facri- 
fices which  I  made,  and  to  thofe  I  am  ready,  if  necef- 
fary,  to  add  my  life  ;  and  thefe,  Sir,  were  the  facri- 
fices made  by  every  Gentleman  on  this  fide  of  the 
Houfe,  with  whofe  motives  I  have  the  honour  of  being 
acquainted.  The  honourable  Gentlemqn  has  acknow- 
ledged his  facrifices  to  be  different,  and  the  Houfe  mud 
feel  they  are.  The  honourable  Gentleman  will  pleafe 
to  do  me  credit  for  my  facrifices- — and  with  refpect  to 
thofe  which  he  has  made,  I  do  moil:  devoutly  afiure 
bim  that  not  a  fingie  particle  of  their  merit  is  loft  on 
me.  But  I  own  that  there  are  certainly  facrifices  of 
great  importance  made  by  the  honourable  Gentleman's 
friends,  the  merit  of  which  I  neither  affume  or  afpire 
to—/,  Sir,  do  not  afiume  to  have  facrificed  my  princi- 
ple, my  honefty,  or  my  character — nor  do  I  afpire  to 
the  reward  of  fo  glorious  and  fo  difinterefted  a  facrifice. 
My  oppofition  to  Adminiftration,  did  not  receive  its 
principle  of  exiftence  on  the  very  moment  the  meafure 
of  an  Union  wa,s  brought  forward  in  this  Houfe — I  faw 
it  in  its  approaches — I  faw  it  in  the  firft  mcafures  of 
Lord  Cornwall's  Government — I  faw  it  in  a  fyftcm 
which  divided  the  lovalty  of  the  Country,  and  made 
the  inttiefts  of  the  rebel  paramount — for  had  the  loyalty 
of  the  Country  remained  undivided,  the  Conftitution 
of  the  Country  dared  not  to  have  been  afTailed.  This, 
Sir,  I  faw,  and  this  I  difapproved  ;  but  let  the  Admi- 
niftration 
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Jiiftrat'on  aga'n  ally  itfelf  to  the  Conftitution,   and  I  w$. 
again  ally  myfelf  to  the  Administration. 

Sir,  this  meafure,  it  is  faid,  will  ftrengthen  and  con- 
folidate  the  Empire,  and  /  would  willingly  concur  in 
any  meafure  which  could  effect  fo  deferable  an  object, 
without  being  injurious  to  this  Country — I  would  ferve 
and  ftrengthen  Great  Britain  as  a  friend,  but  never  as  a. 
dependant — I  would,  as  the  honourable  Baronet  moft  in- 
genioufly  remarked,  "  have  the  two  Jijlers  embrace  each 
ether  like  ens  brother  j"  but  it  mould  be  the  embrace  of 
affection,  and  not  the  grafp  of  power — the  natural  love 
and  foftering  attachment  of  legitimate  primogeniture, 
and  not  the  interefted  profefiions  of  unnatural  avarice 
and  ambition.  Does  not  every  day  convince  us  that  it 
is  not  intended  to  deal'fairly  by  Ireland?  Men  difplaced 
for  their  honefty,  and  others  elevated  for  their  vices- 
even  the  capacity  of  profeflion  proftituted  to  the  objects 
of  feduction.  Let  Gentlemen  reflect  upon  themfelves, 
and  they   will   probably  difcover  that  in  this  conteft  the 

real   iffue  is   between   intereft  and  integrity .     I 

could  not  conceive,  Sir,  that  the  moft  abandoned  fale 
of  principles  could  have  exhibited  fo  feeble,  yet  fo  pro- 
fligate a  difplay  of  aigument  as  that  ufed  from  the  fe- 
cond  bench—that  the  dread  of  foreign  invafion  was 
to  reftrain  the  freedom  of  Parliamentary  debate,  and 
induce  this  Houfe  to  an  eafy  and  criminal  acquiefcence 
in  every  meafure  of  Administration. 

This  bugbear  of  invafion  is  a  hackneyed  tool  in  the 
hands  of  a  bungling  artift.  If  invafion  were  to  hap- 
pen, 'the  honourable  Gentleman  would  not  be  more 
ready  to  draw  his  fword  in  defence  of  his  King,  than 
the  perfon  whom  he  vilifies.  He  calls  up  all  his  fears 
and  all  his  furmifes,   to  magnify  the  dread  of  an  inv.v 
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lion  of  our  more  ;  yet  with  all  the  unprincipled  bold- 
liefs  of  a  political  hero,  he  rufhes  on  every  occafion  to 
invade  and  overthrow  the  Conflitution. 

When  in  fupport  of  Government,  I  have  myfelf 
fpoken  of  the  hazardous  tendency  of  a  rieedkfs  political 
oppofition,  when  rebellion  was  at  hand,  and  invafion 
was  expected ;  but  the  fubje£fcs  then  before  Parliament, 
were  frivolous  in  comparifon  to  the  prefent  meafure-— 
Whether  Dublin  fhould  be  guarded  by  a  watch  or  a  po- 
lice, gave  us  many  fleepiefs  nights.  Our  time  was  oc- 
cupied, and  our  paffions  inflamed,  on  the  mofl  unim- 
portant fubje&s.  I  fupported  the  Government  on  its 
own  principles,  and  with  all  my  power  I  refifled  every 
innovation  on  the  Conflitution.  I  am  confiflent — I  re- 
fill innovation  flill  in  the. mod  important  point — I  refift 
the  mofl  defperate,  the  mofl  dangerous,  the  mofl  over- 
whelming innovation  that  ever  was  attempted  to  be 
forced  upon  a  nation — I  refift  a  Legiflative  Union — I  re- 
fifl  every  meafure  which  aids  it  directly,  equivocally, 
or  indirectly  ;  and  it  is  thofe  who  condemn  my  firmnefs, 
that  are  venal  and  inconfiflent. 

I  think,  Sir,  that  the  right  hon.  Gentleman  who  has 
propofed  the  queflion  of  adjournment,  has  miftaken 
tiis  duty  to  the  noble  Lord — imputations  of  the  moil 
criminal  nature  have  been  urged  againfl  him  by  many 
members  of  this  Houfe — imputations  which  if  true, 
would  render  him  an  unfit  Minifler  for  the  Crown,  and  a 
jufl  facrifice  to  the  nation;  but  I  niufl  call  them  merely 
imputations,  unlefs  proved  or  admitted.  I,  Sir,  cannot 
acquiefce  in  a  condemnation  of  the  noble  Lord,  unlefs  his 
friends  avow  it.  It  is  not  proved  — it  is  not  admitted; 
but  then  it  is  not  denied.     The  motion  goes  in  fa£t  to  a 
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perfonal  charge  againfl  the  noble  Lord— and  the  queflion 
of  adjournment  goes  to  fmother  the  enquiry,  without 
contradicting  the  imputation.  If  a  man  is  arraigned  for 
weighty  crimes,  and  put  upon  his  defence,  and  inftead 
of  pleading  not  guilty,  tries  to  get  off  on  a  quibble  of  his 
counfel,  t'hough  he  may  be  difcharged  from  cuflody,  he 
will  never  be  difcharged  from  guilt — the  crime  is  ac- 
knowledged by  the  evafion,  and  he  is  held  as  infamous 
as  a  convict.  I  wifh  for  the  fake  of  Government  and 
of  the  noble  Lord,  that  his  friend  would  withdraw  the 
queftion  of  adjournment — it  will  ftamp  both.  Why 
fhould  the  noble  Lord  fubmit  to  the  imputation  of  guilt,, 
fboner  than  declare  his  innocence  ?  And  though  I,  Sir, 
and  others  may  leave  this  Houfe,  fuppofing  the  noble 
Lord  incapable  of  the  offences  to  his  King  and  Country 
with  which  he  (lands  charged,-  yet  it  will  be  impofllble 
to  perfuade  the  nation  that  he  would  have  ftifled  a 
charge,  if  he  could  effectually  oppofe  it,  and  they  will 
be  led  to  believe  that  the  vileft  means  have  been  adopted, 
to  pack  and  to  corrupt  their  Parliament. 

The  nice  and  accurate  diflin&ions  of  a  Minifter's  in- 
violability of  communication,  coined  by  his  friends  for 
his  excufe,  will  be  thrown  away  on  the  clumfy  under- 
ftandings  of  the  Irim  nation,  who  will  confider  things  as 
they  are,  and  not  as  they  might  be.  I  therefore  repeat 
to  the  noble  Lord,  and  in  refpect  to  his  Majefty's  Go- 
vernment, I  hope  the  queftion  of  adjournment  will  not 
be  perfvfted  in  as  a  meafure  to  fcreen  a  crime  which,  if 
fa 61,  no  man  in  Great  Britain  could  approve,  and  no 
man  in  Ireland  could  juftify. 

Sir,  I  fear  I  have  trefpa fifed  on  the  patience  of  the 
Houfe  [a  great  cry  of  hear  !  hear !],  and  mall  fay  no 
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f  snore  than  that  If  the  treatment  extended  to  my  honour « 
able  Friend  (Colonel  Cole)  has  been  for  the  purpofe  of 
trying  the  pulfe  of  this  Houfe,  I  fancy  the  noble  Lord 
has  gained  nothing  by  the  experiment — and  mould  the 
noble  Lord  or  his  fuccefibr  again  venture  to  bring  for- 
ward in  the  abflra£t  the  Subject  of  a  Legislative  Union, 
the  virtue  of  the  majority  of  the  Irifh  Parliament,  and 
the  fpirit  of  the  Irifh  Nation,  will  again  convince  the 
world  that  it  is  eafier  to  calumniate  than  to  overthrow 
the  Liberties  and  Independence  of  a  country.  We  are 
loyal,  but  we  are  free  ;  and  it  is  not  the  language  of 
Administration  that  fhall  inflave  us — I  proteft  againft  the 
adjournment  on  the  part  both  of  my  King  and  my 
Country. 

The  CHANCELLOR  OF  THE  EXCHEQUER 
faid,  he  did  not  arife  to  detain  the  Houfe,  which  had 
been  but  too  long  occupied  by  a  debate  wholly  irrelevant 
to  the  queftion  before  it.  In  moving  the  queftion  of 
adjournment  he  conceived  he  had  only  acted  conforma- 
ble to  the  duty  attaching  to  his  official  Situation,  for  if 
on  every  fpur  of  the  moment  gentlemen  were  to  rife  in 
ithat  Houfe,  and  move  grants  and  penfions  as  led  by  their 
particular  friendships,  and  if  the  Houfe  were  to  accede, 
there  would  be  no  end  to  fuch  motions,  unlefs  by  the 
public  inability  to  comply  with  the  object  of  them.  He 
would  be  unworthy  the  important  fituation  which  he 
filled,  if  he  did  not  oppofe  fuch  motions,  and  if  he  did 
not  preface  the  motion  which  he  had  made  by  a  train 
of  explanation,  it  was  becaufe  he  conceived  the  pro- 
priety of  it  too  evident  to  every  man  in  that  Houfe,  to 
render  fuch  explanation  neceSTary.  The  honourable 
Colonel  who  was  the  object  of  the  motion  made  by 
his  honourable  Friend  (Mr.  Beresford)  might  be  fully 
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entitled  to  the  favour. of  his  Sovereign  and  that  Houfej 
no  man  entertained  an  higher  fenfe  of  his  merits,  but 
flill  the  decency  and  deliberation  of  Parliamentary  ufage 
mould  not  be  deferted  on  his  account,  and  due  notice 
fhould  be  given  of  fuch  a  meafure  as  that  propofed. 
With  refpe&  to  the  Place- bill,  if  gentlemen  at  the 
other  fide  of  the  Houfe  felt  it  a  public -grievance,  the 
proper  mode  was,  in  the  due  courfe  of  Parliamentary 
procedure,  to  bring  in  a  bill,  either  to  amend  or  to  re- 
peal it,  but  as  it  happened  to  be  a  law,  it  was  the  duty 
of  his  Majefty's  MiniHers  to  aSt  upon  it  according  to 
the  beft  judgment  they  could  form  of  its  fpirit,  and  ap- 
plication to  the  ^public  interefts. 

Mr.  DAWSON  denied  that  the  part  he  had  taken 
in  the  debate  of  that  night,  arofe  from  any  motives  of 
perfonal  friendfhip,  but  from  a  fenfe  of  public  juftice — ? 
for  great  as  was  his  regard  for  the  honourable  Colonel, 
he  had  £1111  more  for  the  independence  of  Parliament, 
and  the  interefts  of  his  country,  againft  which  he  felt 
the  conduct  of  the  Minifter  directed,  by  the  ufe  which, 
in  the  prefent  mftance,  he  had  made  of  the  Place-bill. 
He  did  not  want  that  b,jll  repealed~let  it  fland  ;  but  let 
its  operation  be  dealt  fairly  and  impartially  to  every  fide 
of  the  Houfe.  Why,  he  afked,  did  the  noble  Lord 
keep  the  boroughs  ful^  the  Members  of  which  he 
knew  would  vote  for  an  Union,  and  refute  the  Efchea- 
torfhip  of  Munfter  to  thofe  who  he  knew  would  op- 
pose that  meafure  ?  Why  was  the  noble  Lord's  p.re- 
deceflor  made  a  gentleman  at  large,  and  another  mem- 
ber brought  in  for  Armagh  ?  Was  it  becaufe  he  thought 
the  influence  of  the  Grown  too  great  in  that  Houfe, 
or  becaufe  his  predeceffor  flood  in  need  of  a  falary 
of  150I.  a  year?  Why  was  the  Efcheatorfliip  of 
H  a  Munfter 
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Munfter  given  to  the  Member  for  Armagh,  and  refufed 
to  the  Member  for  Ennifkillen  ?  I  will  tell  you  why, 
faid  Mr.  D. — Becaufe  the  electors  of  Enniikillen  would 
not  put  in  a  creature  of  the  Minifter's — -and  becaufe 
that  Minifter  knew  that  the  honourable  Colonel,  the 
prefent  Member,  had  too  much  loyalty,  courage,  and 
honour  to  refign  his  commiffion,  when  appointed  to 
a  fervice  of  danger  by  his  Sovereign,  and  therefore, 
in  denying  him  the  power  of  vacating  his  feat,  that 
there  would  be  a  vote  lefs  againft  the  meafure  of  an 
Union. 

Lord  CASTLEREAGH  rofe,  and  faid  he  had  fat 
filent  during  the  whole  of  this  debate  in  refinance  to 
the  repeated  demands  of  explanation  from  Gentlemen 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe,  determined  that  no 
affertions  hazarded  in  flippancy  of  debate — no  impulfe 
of  his  own  indignation,  excited  by  the  falfe  and  un- 
warrantable charges  imputed  to  that  Government  with 
which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  connected,  mould  force 
him  to  any  difclofure  of  motives,  which  by  the  con- 
fidential duties  of  his  fituation  he  was  bound  to  with- . 
hold. — Feeling  himfelf,  therefore,  not  at  all  obliged  to 
anfwer  thofe  loofe  interrogatories  which  the  honourable 
Member,  or  thofe  with  whom  he  acted,  might  choofe 
to  direct  to  him  upon  every  defultory  difcuffion  which 
might  take  place,  he  had  only  to  3fTure  the  honourable 
Member,  that  on  this,  or  any  other  queftion,  fairly 
brought  forward  for  difcuffion,  he  fhould  be  ready  at 
any  time  to  meet  him  or  any  other  member,  and  fairly 
and  fully  to  vindicate  the  motives  of  that  Government 
with  which  he  had  the  honour  to  be  connected  in  any 
meafure  they  deemed  necefTary  to  bring  forward.  An 
honourable  Member  [Mr.  G.  Ponfonby]  had  thought 
Jfit  to  impute  to  the  Government  of  the  country  the  mofl 
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unworthy  and  corrupt  motives,  for  bringing  forward 
the  meafure  which  they  conceived  to  be  the  only  one 
effectually  calculated  to  refcue  this  country  from 
the  mifchievous  confcquences  of  the  language  ufed 
in  that  Houfe  by  the  honourable  Member — -language 
but  too  fatally  calculated  to  alienate  from  the  Govern- 
ment the  affections  of  the  people,  and  to  excite  anar- 
chy and  confufion  ;  but  notwithstanding  the  language 
that  Gentleman  eonftant!y  aiTumed  the  liberty  of  direct- 
ing to  him,  he  mould  never  obey  his  political  nod,  or 
confider  himfelf  bound  to  anfwer  all  interrogatories  he 
might  think  proper  to  addrefs  to  him. — The  hon.  Gen- 
tleman was  constantly  in  the  habit  of  attributing  to  himfelf 
a  peculiar  Share  of  political  virtue  :- — But  how  were  his 
claims  founded?  bad  he  not  been  for  a  feries  of  years 
the  mod  devoted  tool  of  what  he  was  pleafed  to  call  ' 
ministerial  corruption,  by  being  at  lead  the  mo'H  fedulous 
instrument  of  the  Administration  under  whioh  he  once 
held  a  place  ;  but  quarrelling  with  Administration  upon 
a  particular  point,  he  became  one  of  the  moft  violent 
opponents  of  the  Crown ;  and  hence  arofe  his  plans  of 
reform,  and  all  thofe  other  meafures  which  had  been  at 
once  the  pillars  of  his  popularity,  the  ground-works  of 
his  projected  aggrandifment,  and  the  themes  of  thofe  in- 
flammatory declamations  by  which  he  had  aSfiSted  to 
kindle  the  popular  mind  of  this  country  into  a  flame  ; 
and  when  he  had  at  length  led  the  country  into  a  Situa- 
tion ou,t  of  which  he  could  not  extricate  her,  left  the 
country  and  the  Government  to  Struggle  it  out,  and 
feceded  from  Parliament ! 

Having  thus  traced  the  honourable  Gentleman  fiom 
his  (late  of  independence,  through  his  State  of  popula- 
rity to  his  State  of  neutrality,  w  lie  re  was  he  then 
found  ?     Why  in  an  obfeure  corner  of  the  Four  Court?, 

apparent 


apparent'  confidence  whifpering  with  the  moft  fufpicious 
characters  of  the  day— and  after  having  thrown  off  his 
red  coat,  which  he  wore  but  for  a  few  days  during  the 
foeat  of  rebellion,  he  comes  into  this  Houfe  to  traduce 
rfie  Government,  for  attempting  to  bring  forward  the 
only  meafure  vrhich  appeared  to  them  calculated  to. 
ilern  the  progrefs  of  that  rebellion,  to. the  excitement  of 
which  his  own  language  originally  contributed  in  fo 
eminent  "a  degree. — His  Lordfhip  concluded  by  voting 
for  the  queftion  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  GEORGE  PONSONBY  was   rifing  to   reply 
■ — but    was    pi  evented,  by    a    general    cry   of    fpoke! 


Right  Hon.  W.  B.  PONSONBY.— A  right  hon. 
Gentleman  on  the  other  fide  of  the  Houfe  (Mr.  Corry) 
has  faid,  that  if  the  Place  Bill,  as  it  now  ftands,  is  con- 
fidered  as  a  grievance,  the  proper  way  would  be  to 
bring  in  a  Bill  to  amend  it.  I  have  no  objection  to  doing 
fo,  provided  the  Gentlemen  on  that  fide  of  the  Houfe 
wH!  pledge  themfelves  that  the  Houfe  fhall  be  permitted 
to  fit  long  enough  to  allow  the  Bill  to  go  through  the 
weceflary  forms ;  but  that  they  will  not  do  it,  would  not 
anfwer  their  purpofes. — The  noble  Lord  who  fpoke  laft, 
Ii»s  thought  proper  to  arraign  the  conduct  of  a  Gentle- 
man who  (having  fpoke  early  in  the  debate)  is,  by  the 
yufes  of  the  Houfe,  precluded  from  making  any  reply. 
As  the  political  conduct  of  that  Gentleman  is  neceffarily 
connected  with  my  own,  I  muft  beg  leave  lo  fay  a  few 
words  on  that  fubject.  The  noble  Lord  has  talked  much 
of  inconfiirency.  When  the  noble  Lord  makes  that 
charge  ogainft  the  conduct  of  others,  he  would  do  well 
to  recollect  his  own;  I  muft  fay,  he  is  the  laft  perfon 
from  whom   I  mould    have  expected  to  hear   fuch  a 

charge. 


57 

charge.  He  has  been  pleafed  to  mention  Parliamentary 
Reform.  /  was  the  mover  of  Parliamentary  Reform, 
and  I  glory  in  it.  I  have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  mak- 
ing declarations,  and  relinquifhing  them.  Everv  engage- 
ment /had  ever  made  to  the  country,  I. have  fulfilled  to 
the  utmoft  of  my  power.  The  Reform  was  not  broyghi 
forward  by  me,  and  thofe  with  whom  I  a&ed,  as  a  fpe~ 
dilative  or  theoretic  meafure.  The  abufes  and  corrup- 
tion of  Government,  called  for  it,  and  it  appeared  to  aas 
to  be  the  only  remaining  pofilble  remedy.  Can  the  no- 
ble Lord  (like  his  mailer,  the  Minifler  of  England, 
whom  he  endeavours  to  copy)  forget  that  he  was  himfelf 
the  ftrenuous  fupporter  of  Reform  ?  If  he  has,  let  hiaa 
afk  the  county  of  Down— the  county  of  Down  kno-wj 
it.  The  noble  Lord  has  talked  of  difappointed  ambition,, 
I  will  tell  the  noble  Lord  that  I  have  been  more  thanoisee 
in  my  life  in  a  fituation  to  fpurn  at  every  honour  aiid 
emolument  that  the  Government  of  the  Country  could1 
offer,  becaufe  I  felt  that  the  conducl  which  I  fhould  he 
.  required  to  adopt,  in  confequenee  of  accepting  t'hena 
would  be  degrading  and  difgraceful.  What  has  the  no- 
ble  Lord  refufed,  that  has  been  offered  to  him  ?  What 
facrifices  has  he  made  to  thofe  principles  which  he  pre- 
tends to  poffefs.  But  1  will  fay  no  more — I  mould  feona 
to  enter  into  a  competition  of  character  _with  the  noble 
Lord— an  honeft  and  impartial  country  will,  I  trad, 
judge  between  us. 

The  queMion' was  then  put—* 

For  the  adjournment,  47 

Againft  it,  33 

The   Houfe     accordingly   adjourned    to    she    i&  ©I 
June. 

THE    END, 


'■'  /■ 


